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Two Sunday Services
Starting September 6
8 &10:30 AM

Church Office & Building
Closed Labor Day
Monday, September 7

Noontime Eucharist
Resumes
Woednesday, September 9

Vestry Retreat
Morris Arboretum
10 AM 0 3 PM, Saturday,
September 12

Sunday School Begins &
Blessing of the Backpacks
Sunday, September 13

Vestry Meeting
after the 10:30 service,
Sunday, September 20

Meeting of GE Men
after the 10:30 service
Sunday, September 27

Speaking of Grace
Deadline for October Issue
9 AM, Thursday
September 24

Crises Too Good to Waste

This month marks my first two years at Grace Epiphany, and | wonder if there has ever been

a more exciting and risky time to be an Episcopal church in this diocese, in this nation and

in this world. A complete list of the crises facing our nation and the world would be over-
whelming; the peace and shared prosperity that some said would come with globalization
now seem |ike a cruel joke in the face
discovering that many Americansdon’t know how to be civil
to debating an issue as complex as health care. Within our Episcopal Church the major split
over sexuality between the ultra-conservatives and the rest of us has taken place, but we still

d 0 n 'otv hol h is all going to unfold or what the life of the global Anglican Communion

will look like.

In the midst of this larger context, Grace Epiphany Church continues to struggle with

the same problems facing many parishes of the Episcopal Church and indeed all mainline
Protestant denominations: flat or decl
an expensive building to maintain and not nearly enough revenue to meet our expenses.
Again, these problems are faced by all mainline denominations; t hey’ ve bee
long time; and we are by no means the only church in our diocese that has to deal with them.

But as Rahm Emmanuel , President Obama’ s
|l et a good cr i s llyhategoanake this huclneydd eefertnce, blit thel s U a
Chi nese wor deijifcandists oftve dhasattess, wiej which means danger, and ji,

which means opportunity. Every crisis presents both danger and opportunity. The Obama
administrationisclear | 'y taking the risky opportuni
decisively in making deep changes in our national priorities and policies.

We at Grace Epiphany likewise can choose to act decisively in the face of an impending
crisis. We can pretend that nothing is amiss, that nothing needs to change, or we can take
advantage of the opportunities presented by the crises all around us—the global threats to
peace, the intensified polarization between rich and poor, the persistence of religious rigidity
and conflict, the new and not-so-new poverty of our immediate neighbors and on and on.
We can take this opportunity to renew and revitalize the witness we make as children of
God, to say clearly and distinctly what it means to us and to those around us that an active
and committed community of God exists at the corner of Gowen and Ardleigh.

To this end, the Vestry will hold a retreat in mid-September that will kick off a strategic
planning process, a —holy c onrefé&ras Bptphany n |l
over the coming year. This strategic planning process is not intended to answer questions
such as —What must we do to grow?l or —
intended to ask the tougher question that all churches must continually ask themselves:
—What is God calling us to do and to
only question that requires an answer.

be

Yours in Christ,
Thomas
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The Call Not Answered

When | was seven years old, | heard my name called in the
middle of the night. There was no question in my mind that
| had been summoned. Samuel was called three times.

| was called only once. It is possible that | was mistaken in
identifying the voice. | was not frightened, but | did not
respond. Had any little girl ever been called in this way?
True, God sent the angel Gabriel to a very young Mary, a
special visit for a most special purpose. But the thought that
a little girl, me, might be a full-fledged, full-time follower
never even occurred to
However, | was absolutely certain from that time that | had
been called to be very good indeed; being a model child was
inescapable. And | did my best. Does playing church
services from the age of nine count for anything? Or
babysitting an impossibly difficult little brother so the
clergyman’s wife could

My knowledge of the Bible is spotty, but are there instances
of women being summoned? Abraham was told by an angel
that an aging Sarah would bear a child and the miracle of
El'i zabeth’”s conceiving
Baptistll) was announced
seemed to avoid speaking directly to women who were
being asked to serve. It seemed to me that he probably
would not have wasted his time on a small girl who showed
no particular aptitude.
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| am now certain that | was not indeed chosen, called, as a
very special one, even though there was substantial
precedent in my forbearers. The number of persons
brought into the Lord’s
on both sides of my family, probably set me up to expect a
summons. But then again, the women in the family became
spouses and mothers, not disciples. Someone was needed to
stay at home and take care of the children.

Unquestionably it required dedication to teach in church
school or maintain a busy parsonage—a calling in itself—but
not the definitive, exalted call. | did not marry a clergyman,
nor did | rear any child who had even the slightest

inclination to serve the church. And | have not been a
consistent or devoted follower of the word. The term

S

—backslidingll describes m
How many of us long for the certainty we felt as children?
Do you remember moments of utter joy as a child,
absolutely confident in t

when an inviting landscape, or even a tree or a dandelion
seemed beautiful beyond describing, the Lord palpably
there! Who of us would not want to call those experiences
back? But as the decades pass it seems harder and harder
to summon up an absolute, simple belief. My mother, in her
late nineties, said that she envied a devout Muslim whose
belief was firm and whose knowledge of God was without
question. As Episcopalians, are we not encouraged to
question, to be open to new ideas! Have we read too
much? Seen too much?
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Help may be available. Perhaps, among other attributes,
we can define a Christian congregation as a priest-led
group of people assisting each other in finding the way to a
more perfect understanding. Given such a definition,
Grace Epiphany is the place to be, with its caring
parishioners and a knowledgeable, compassionate
cl ergyman. Doesn’t that
increased faith? Could it perhaps come even to this
octogenarian pilgrim?

Carol Faris

Night Watch at

Philadelphia Cathedral

Friday & Saturday, September 18 & 19
The Youth Ministry Office is proud to offer the opportu-
nity for Night Watch at the Philadelphia Cathedral. This
year there will be four opportunities for youth to partici-
pate. The events feature prayer experiences, music,
games, a celebration of Eucharist, a tour of the Cathedral
and time to spend with old friends and opportunities to
make some new ones. The event costs $20 for each youth
participant and $10 for adult participants. Please note that
for every five youths that a parish sends one adult
volunteer is needed. Check www.diopa.org or call 215-
627-6434 for information and other dates.

Commemorate a Loved One

Adopt a Hymnal!
You may have noticed that the hymnal or prayer book
you pick up during the Sunday service is quite new. We
acquired some new copies last spring so that there could
be more complete sets for
one or more of these new worship books and have it
dedicated with a bookplate in memory or in celebration
of a loved one. The requested donation per volume is
$20. Please maketh e check t o —Gr ac
and write —Hymnal, 6l —LEVA
line and include a note telling us how you would the
dedication to read.

Altar Guild Report

The Altar Guild is giving the sacristy kitchen a makeover.
We started April 2 and will continue until the job is
completed. The Altar Guild Workshop was very
successful and informative and much appreciated. Gwen
Henderson has joined our group, and there are a few
more congregants who are contemplating doing so.
We will purchase five more card tables with some of the
proceeds from our card party. The Altar Guild Card
Party is set for Saturday, April 17.2010. Evelyn
Washington, Debbie Taylor and | appreciate everyone's
cooperation.

Yvonne Andrews
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sSeptember Calendar for Adults

Adult Learning Opportunities

Adult Forum 9:30 8 10:15 AM, Sundays, Conference Room
We will begin with an examination of how personal spirituality can arise from a place of personal pain. Wayne

Mul |l er has written a book, —Legacy of the Heartll, tthnat
The book is subAdvaeptdageIhef Sai Patonaul Childhood. I Diwvi

Muller examines the difficulties we humans face and the opportunities God presents for transformation. Each chapter ends with an
exercise, discussion point, and a suggestion for developing a spiritual practice of mindfulness.

Paul Boyd will lead us in the first seven sessions of Adult Forum, where we will read and discuss this book and offer support for
those who choose to develop the spiritual practices suggested. The book is available through on-line bookstores. All are invited to
share in this exploration of how to grow in our relationship with God in Jesus Christ, especially in times of difficulty.

Healing Eucharist Noon on Wednesdays in the Chapel, starting September 9
We will follow a revised liturgy (taken from supplemental liturgical resources of the Episcopal Church) which will focus our worship
more consistently on the healing themes of this service. The healing prayers will also include anointing. Readings will continue to
commemorate, when appropriate, the saints and witnesses from Lesser Feasts and FaSis other occasions the readings will be
taken from those specially designated for healing services.

Prayer Shawl Ministry 12:30 PM, starting September 9, Wednesdays with a brown bag lunch
Also, the first Sunday of each month after the 10:30 service starting September 7
We have created and given more than fifty shawls that are presented at the altar and given to recipients, not just with the prayers of
the knitter, but the prayers of the whole congregation. You need not be an expert knitter, in fact this could be an opportunity to
learn to knit or crochet. You can also participate in this ministry by donating funds to purchase yarn, joining in our prayers, knitting

from home, or suggesting someone who is in need of healing or comfort. See Mari e O’ Neill for mol
General Convention Forum 7 PM, Thursday, September 10
The Pari sh House of St. Petero

Bishop Rodney Michel and The Diocesan Deputation to General Convention invite the people of the Diocese to a forum to share
the work of the Convention and our impressions and experience. Ample parking is available in the church parking lot, located near
the corner of 3rd and Lombard Streets, on Lombard. For further information please contact The Rev. Mary E. Laney, 215-806-7419
or revmlaney@aol.com.

Vestry Retreat Saturday, September 12, Morris Arboretum
The Vestry will gather for a retreat to reflect on past successes and challenges and to plan for the coming year. If you have a
concern you would like the Vestry to consider, please mention it to Father Thomas or any Vestry member.

Festival of Hymns 5 8 7 PM, Sunday, September 20, Philadelphia Cathedral
Check www.diopa.org for more information.

Wednesdays: Breakfast with the Gospels First meeting is October |, 7:50 AM
This is a perfect time to give this method of Bible study atry. Noh o me wor k! We will begin re§g

over coffee and light breakfast foods. Our method is to discuss the context for the Biblical text and read aloud together to see
what we discover. Helen White guides our reading in an open, lively discussion.

Womends Conference October 8,9 & 10

St. T h 0 maChiich, Bethlehem Pike & Camp Hill Rd, Fort Washington, Whitemarsh
St. Thomas’' , itnhec oloepaedreartsihoinp wlintsht i t ut e of tiiagningdDureelves;s e 0
God Calling Women to Actionl featuring theologian Jane

Approaching Eastéhe is a Visiting Lecturer at K i n @pllege, London and Lecturer at St. P a uTheolsgical Centre. She and her
husband, Rowan Williams, the Archbishop of Canterbury, have two children. You may sign up for one, two or three events.

6:30 0 9 PM, Thursday, October 8, at St. L u k e $421,Germantown Avenue: Dinner and keynote address by Jane

Williams for the women of the diocese. Attendance is limited to 150 registrations. Welcome and Dinner.

789 PM, Friday October 9 at St. T h 0 m a Evéhing prayer and keynote address by Jane Williams.

9 AM -12:30 PM. Saturday, October 10 at St. T h 0 ma Pabel, workshops, Holy Eucharist and informal networking.

For further information including directions and parking information, please visit
www.stthomaswhitemarshaodyclick onth&/o men s Co.nf er ence 1 i nk
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ﬁcmldren and Family Ministries for September

The Childrends Chmar20er8, aiGr ®Moeg KEpi phany Church adopt

Episcopal Church designed to helpallofusd c onsi der the ways we paSsetdndtefthd ai t h

Chi | dr e nis-ge foStar@ammenity beyond the family unit, in which children, youth and adults know each other by
to each other, and are partners together in serving C

On Sunday, September 6 Grace Epi p:30aAMyvBes welgaeher nsa domngunityito u r
share stories and ideas. This will be the first of many intergenerational learning times, supporting our commitment to the
Children’s Charter.

The blessing of the backpacks takes place September 13 at10:30 AM. As our children go off to school, we bless them
and pray for successful experiences. At the same time, we acknowledge the parishioners who lead us as we join with our
children to learn more about our Christian faith: Mable Rivers, Mandel and Jerome Smith, Susan and Ken Dubois, Hazel Dunbar,
Chris Dacier, Winnie Morrison, Jasmine Williams, Hiliary Holloway, Donna Jenkins-Fakulojo and Victoria Sicks.

Our Sunday learning program also includes opportunities for music for children--a wonderful new addition! We thank Nick
Fennig for eagerly leading this ministry. Godly Play continues to be an important part of the program, but this year we are using
Living the Good Newsectionary-based curriculum for older children.

We have |7 children who are part of our community. We look forward to knowing them better, sharing with them our faith
and love for the Church, for Grace Epiphany and for Jesus, and learning more from them than we can imagine. See you on the
sixth at 9:30!

Victoria Sicks

The GE Childrends Choir
The GE Choir Room

f

Come learn about music and sing unto the Lord! Starting this fall, Nick Fennig, director of music, wi | | be introd

choir at GE. Starting September 20, rehearsals will take place in the Choir Room every Sunday immediately following the 10:30

AM service. The goal is for the chil dundaynNovemberolf,theer t h ¢

Children's Sabbath & First Sunday of Advent (November
2010 as well, with opportunities for our children to sing during services next spring. Children of all ages are invited and
encouraged to participate in this new, excitingandfun-f i | | ed chil dren’s ministry. P

Reflections on General Convention

When | first sat in the section for alternate deputies and began to listen to the proceedings of the 76™ General Convention of
The Episcopal Church, | thought, uh-oh—this is going to be ten days of watching paint dry. By the time | left, | was excited and
energized to be part of a church that stumbles its way so gracefully, so passionately, so honestly, and so generously towards its
vision of God’s kingdom. Those of you who were in c¢h
of the Convention including the passage of resolutions concerning: (1) the affirmation that there have already been men and
women in same-sex partnerships whom God has called to serve in ordained ministry at every level, including the episcopate, and
that in the mystery of ministry discernment, such people may continue to be called; and (2) doing the research both to arrive at a
contemporary theological understanding of marriage and to lay the groundwork for possible liturgies to bless same-sex
relationships. These were the hot topics reported in the lay press.

What would never get reported was the care—both procedural and spiritual—with which these and many other difficult
decisions were made. | repeatedly wondered, before | left for Anaheim, why it took over 800 people in one house alone of a
bicameral legislature, to take care of the business of a denomination that is now just over 2 million people. Now | realize it is to
allow the messy multiplicity of voices, the clumsy clashing of minds, and the agitated gathering of hearts that would allow the
Holy Spirit enough room to be felt and heard. Through the parliamentary procedure, the laborious committee hearings, and the
private conversations, normal struggling Christians poured out their strong yet differing opinions, their fears and anxieties, and
their deep desire to serve God in Christ in their various ways. We are not the kingdom of God, certainly, but no longer are we
what many considered us in the past: the Republican
Christ is in the process of being re-examined, renewed, and (possibly) reborn. It will be an interesting ride. Stay tuned.

Fr. Thomas

|
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Northwest Interfaith Flea Market

Back on the first of August, Northwest Interfaith Movement
hosted their first annual flea market. The proceeds of the flea
market were earmarked for school supplies for the children
within the Hospitality Network, some of whom we had met
just the week before during our two weeks of serving dinner
to the families in the Network at the Lutheran Seminary.

Brenda English, Marie O’ Ne
out a great spot in front
Germantown Avenue (next to the playground), in the shade,
but with great visibility. We had with us:
e asupply of GE brochures and bookmarks, courtesy of
Fat her Thomas'’ computer
e information about our outreach programs with our
school in Timbuktu with TurtleWill
e information about Heifer International, Camp Naomi,
ECS and Ronald McDonald House
e information about our environmental stewardship

We also had our Chicobags for sale. We use those proceeds
to fund our contribution to our school in Timbuktu. | was
knitting a prayer shawl and we had a large bag of soda can
tabs for the Ronald McDonald house. The can tabs and the
prayer shawl were great conversation starters with passers-by
-- especially the tabs. Everyone wanted to know what we
did with the big bag of
friendly conversation. We had several folks from the
neighborhood offer to bring their tabs to us and | hope that
they will.

—b|

For some people in the neighborhood it was their intro-
duction to Grace Epiphany. Others knew about us because
they voted here or a child they knew went to one of the
nursery schools here, but they were not aware of what an
active parish we are. For us it was a very successful day.

It would have been great to sell all of those bags; instead we
introduced ourselves to many people in a positive way and
so we left with a feeling of accomplishment.

Susan Of

Anti-Racism Training
9 AM 0 4 PM Saturday, September 12, 2009
St. Mary’s Church,
Cost: $15.00 to be paid day of event
The Diocese of Pennsylvania anti-racism commission and team
invite you to a special one-day Crossroads Racial Reconcili-
ation Training. Continental breakfast and lunch are included.
e Be Part of an AfRiacist Vision for our Diocese
e Gan insight into how racism is systemically enforce
within the church
e Assess actions you can take to dismantle racist be
and structures
Regisration is required. For more information, please contact:
Canon Jill Mathis: jillm@diopa.org or The Rev. Ledlie

Laughlin: laughlin@stpetersphila.org.

The August Vestry Meeting
The Vestry of Grace Epiphany church met Sunday, August 6.
After an opening prayer, Father Thomas led a review and
discussion of the monthly financial report. Parish expenses
are tracking close to the projected budget estimates. To
date, almost $12,000 has been raised from the parish towards
the $19,000 that was spent in January to refurbish the floors.

Lori Sutherland has met with several potential tenants for
the second floor space vacated by All Souls and also for
use of the kitchen. She is revising our rental policies and
also negotiating new leases with our day care and nursery
school tenants.

The Children’s Midrkingthréughout e a
the summer. A full description of what the children will be
doing this year is on page four.

Two parish clean-up days were held this summer and
although the group was small, we did work on cleaning in
Cline Auditorium, in the kitchen and most especially in the
churchyard. We also moved furniture and converted the

of fice next to Father Thoma
Thanks go to Jack Shepherd, Velma Navalo, Kristen Kreamer,
Evelyn Washington, Susan O’

The Vestry retreat takes place on Saturday, September 12. If
you have issues or concerns you would like the Vestry to
consider during this time together, please let Father Thomas
know so that he can add them to the agenda. The goal of the
retreat is to spend a prayerful and thoughtful time together as
we begin a strategic planning process that will take several
months and involve the whole parish.

Victoria Sicks,

Episcopal Community Services is

Desperate for our Financial Help
Funds for the continuation
August 24. The delay in adopting budgets by both the city and
the state means no funds are being disbursed. This has a
terrible impact on ECS. We are urged to provide
supplemental funds for the continuation of its vital services
until the budget crisis has been resolved.

ECS is a part of our church family and follows the extension
of our baptismal covenant as followers of Jesus to provide
good works to others. ECS provides shelter for homeless
families, foster parenting, in-home care for the elderly and
education services. ECS bears in mind the dignity of the
individual and seeks justice and peace for all people. Since
1870 it has helped families to stay together and children and
youth to thrive, all of which helps our larger community to
grow stronger.

Please send a contribution to our church office for the
continuation of services through this crisis and clearly indicate
on the envelope and in the memo section of the check ECS.

Evelyn Washington
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Warmth

Riding a bicycle from Pittsburgh to Washington, DC sounds formidable but with a good companion (my son-in-law, David), having
10 days to do it, great weather, a bike trail on a former railroad bed with an almost imperceptible 1% upgrade for |10 miles rising
to the Eastern Continental Divide, and then a downgrade or flat for the rest of the 350 miles, it was an easy ride. There was great
scenery and beautiful flowers, impressive engineering of both the former Maryland Western Railroad (about 1900) and the
Chesapeak e and Ohi o Canal (1830"s), but the stars of our e

Across the aisle on the train to Pittsburgh was an elderly gentleman, a poet
who was battling Hodgkin’s di seas:H
impossible to get out of a chair without assistance, relying on the willingness of
strangers to assist. After reading some of his poems to the passengers nearby,
he had a book of his poetry to give away. Unfortunately there was a beautiful
young female Phys. Ed. teacher behind me so of course | did not get the book.

On the first day we biked 44 miles (including an hour in our only rain) to the
Connelsville motel, which is just out of town on a highway. After our showers,
we contemplated the issues of riding on that highway into town to a restaurant
with thunderclouds threatening and then having to return after dark. Stepping
outside we met Art, our neighbor from a nearby motel room, who said he

was going into town for the annual gathering of his family. He offered not

only to take us to the restaurant where he was meeting his family but also to 5 i AT NS :
bring us back whenever we were ready. This he did and then returned to his Photo by Jack Shephe

family gathering!

Arude on the trail is that you do not pass a cyclist in
seemed such a person. Donna responded, —Oh, no probl em
husband, Pet e, pushes the pushcart. Il They were traveling

The Keystone Kops seemed to be running the Bed & Breakfast and restaurant in Paw Paw, WV. Various staff gave us key sets that
were either incorrect or incomplete. Fortunately the food was good and eating dinner provided time for Vicky to drive in to
provide the correct keys. To our thanks she simply res
And then there was the black cat that came bounding a hundred yards to the trail from a comfortable spot on his front porch.

| wonder if he recognized my voice from last year or does he greet everyone that way?

People (and animals) can be wonderful!
Jack Shepherd
000 000 0060
If PECO Could Tap IntoTheir Energy. ..

Two Stal wart G_E(”)ers Turn 80

For the parish picnic
in June, people whose
last names started with
0SO0 were as;g
mustard, relish, catsup
or chips. Jack Shephe
(shown here witrshwife
Delores) kindly complie
Shortly after this, Jack
celebrated his 80
birthday.

Lining up with Mar fhlairthday")aﬂeed:hlurcth
at GE on July 12 are her children, BrendaiBettaend Susan.

Pl ease see the next page for more on GE
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You Candot Miss
It"s hard to miss Marie O’
feet tall mark.
She' s t fyear-old who yan b8 fdund at Grace
Epiphany just aboutany timeth er e’ s s omet hi
And it's been that way for
But Marie would be the | as

important to the life of the church. She physically will wave
you off from such a statement.

ust trysihneyg Itlo ssayay a

— " m |
Active is a word for her, but there are so many more. If
there is a task to be done, certainly Marie has tackled it.
She has been a choir member, accounting warden, vestry
member, treasurer. If there was anything to straighten,
cleanormove , s h e’ And dwayn with thetmost
humble of spirits.

I't's easy to spot Mari e
who always seems to have three bags filled with church
projects. My husband has stopped buying coffee at the
grocery store preferring to grab a package from one of
Marie’s bags. Need a reus
has those too. Or a couple of skeins of yarn for the prayer
shawl ministry? Yep, count on Marie to have it.

at

That' s because right mcthw s
committee, and selling thi
efforts.

While she has given up being a member of the Altar Guild
(where she once was director), she still can be called upon
to help out. And with mos
she is the historical touchstone for much of the work of

the church.

—She
sai d
what

—My mot her

provides the backbone
fell ow parishioner EvV
we would do without h

never t haénaakyghings h
i mportant, I said her dawugh

But the truth is that Mar.i
has been carrying out her duties, one thing has remained
clear to her:

iT]
CcCa

—| have always triesdido
means hel ping peopl e. I

what ' s needed. |

Lucia Herndon Horning
(Lucia is a newcomer to Grace Epiphany and was quickly
wel comed by Mar i eiowd&Nei | |
Thanks be to God for Marie.)

Father Jack: Always On The Go

Father Jack Shepherd remembers riding a bike as a child. So
when he decided he needed to find a way to stay in shape, he
quickly recalled his boyhood pastime.

But Father Shepherd is more than the recreational rider. He
clocks hundreds of miles every year and is a veteran of the

MS 150, a fund-raising event for multiple sclerosis research.
He' Il be participating in t
team in the |50-mile ride. He started taking part in the event

in 1999 and this year has 10 people as teammates. In past years
the ride has included a daughter, two sons-in-law and a
grandson. Father Shepherd estimates he has raised $50,000 in
his rides. Not bad for a man who recently celebrated his 80th
birthday.

But not surprising. Father Shepherd has always found ways to
keep busy while responding

A native of Philadelphia, Father Shepherd was ordained in 1960.
He served parishes in Puerto Rico then returned to Philadelphia
to work at a church in Kensington. He also served at Church
Wit hout Walls and at St. Lu
retired as interim at the Cathedral.

Father Shepherd is proud of his 25 years as a member of
Phi | a d@inmiskidn for Human Relations and its efforts
to address issues of race and the law.

He and his wife of 40 years, Dolores, have nine children and
therein lies a story.

met Dol ores at a pari shi
Father Shepherd. Her husband had recently left the family and
in an effort to help her financially, the bachelor priest asked if
she would do his laundry.

would go round to pick wu
staying for dinner, Il he | au
children soon developed and Father Shepherd found himself
encouraging Dolores to continue her education so she could
better help her family.

When Dolores found out she had cancer, Father Shepherd
promised he would look after the children. He also attended

hercol | ege cl asses, taking co
time or credits. And suppe
there for supper, Il he said.

The couple married in 1969 when Father Shepherd was 39. He
adopted the children. They now have |17 grandchildren and
two great-grandchildren.

Life for the Shepherds continues to be active; Father
Shepherd would have it no other way and is thankful for
the life he has lived.
been full of thi
bl essed. |

Lucia Herndon Horning
See Father Shepherd for information on how to support his |

fundraising ride this fall.

—l t ' s
been

ngs |
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We pray for the continuing recovery of Hazel Dunba.r

We pray for the soul of Dr. John Mark Fennig who died
July 22. He was the father of Nick Fennig.

Diversity Luncheon
The Men of GE are again sponsoring a diversity luncheon for
the parish. The luncheon will be held on Sunday, November
9 after the 10:30 service. We again invite everyone to bring
a dish to share with your fellow worshipers.

We would like to have the recipe of your favorite dish. Turn
it in to the church office or give it to Evelyn Washington so
she can complete the Grace Epiphany Recipe Cook Book.
The menu thus far includes banana pudding, fried jerky and
baked chicken, Swedish meatballs and fish. Plan to attend and
whoop it up!

Earl Williams

Green Tip #15

Looking for ways to save paper in your office?
Reusing paper is the cheapest and best way to reduce the
amount of paper used in your office, either at home or work.
It’s also the most environ
even better than recycling!
e Try designating one tray in your personal computer or
the large office printer for scrap paper
e Make sure to tell everyone which tray is for scrap paper
and encourage each other to save the paper that has
only been printed on one side
e Have everyone contribute
and watch the amount of paper you buy (and throw
away or recycle) drop

The trees will thank you!

Susan O6O

Two Sunday Services
Starting September 6

Two Sunday Services Resume
8 and 10:30 AM

We Get Letters
Dear GE Family,
Thank you so much for your kind words and cards following
the passing of my father. As many of you know, | was away
from you for a few Sundays to be with my family. Thank you
for being so understanding about that and welcoming me
back so warmly. | was blessed to have my dad visit the
church on Sunday, July 5 and meet some of you. He got to
see what a special place GE is.
All my best,
Nick Fennig

Dear Friends,

Thank you so much for the food you continue to donate to
St . Vincent’s Emer gency,wikho
your help, we were able to survive the beginning of the
economic downturn. ... For the month of May we served a
total of 161 households, consisting of 290 persons, providing
enough food for 2,613 meals. . .. God Bless!

Evelyn F. Rogers, Parish Social Ministry

St. Vincentds Emergen
On your next trip to the supermarket, pick up a few items
on sale for our neighbors
food. Collection baskets are in the back of the Church.
There is an envelope in one of the baskets should you
choose to give money for S

NAOMI House

Thanks to everyone who helped fill two large garbage bags
with donations of socks and underwear. These have been
shipped off to the || children at NAOMI House which is a
safe haven for abused Native American children. We first
heard about these children when Rob Wise worked there
for a summer.

The Outreach Team

September Bi rthdays
7 Michella Snowden 9 Velma Richardson
4 Kristen Kreamer I5 Rainey Smith
6 Carol Faris 25 Margaret Gala
Stephanie Knight
Please call the office, 215-248-2950, if your birthday has not
been included in the monthly listing. 215-248-2950
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Report on

Thanks to the generosity of the parishioners of Grace Epiphany

mother, young daughter and toddler son and a mother and son.

food and various funding items:

Susan DuBois
Julia Dunmore

Nellie Johnson, her
granddaughter & her friends

Recommendations:
[ ]

We arrange for take away containers
We have more hosts.

students being mentored, trainers and security guards.

~

| t O0s
r.‘ ". We thank the staff and volunteers who
e’l‘ get things done ar

V4

the congregation for providing the
support which makes it all possible. Here
is a list of the work that has been
completed and expenses incurred on the

I
)

GE building complex in July:

e Stahl Electric inspection and permit fee for the

Emergency Lighting system:

July 12 & July 25, Germantown Lutheran Seminary
were able to serve a variety of well-planned, well-prepared meals. We served our guests with salads, vegetables, cold drinks and
desserts. One of our hosts provided fresh flowers for the table. In addition to the food we were able to sit and talk with the

dinner guests and share experiences. Our guests included four families: a husband and wife, a mother and toddler daughter, a

two young men, and the security guard. Many thanks to the people who helped in a variety of ways, including hosting, providing

Yvonne Andrews Michella & Gilbert Ferblantier  Jill Mathis Beth Ten Have
Brenda English Gwendolyn Henderson Winnie Morrison Evelyn Washington
Christine Dacier & Kristen Kreamer Mari e O’ Nei |l | Jasmine Williams
Sue Pierce Lucia Horning Susan O’ Nei | | Myrtle Williams

Victoria Sicks
Deborah Taylor

We participate for two weeks again in 2010 for the last two weeks in July at the Lutheran Seminary
We have cold drinks and desserts as a separate category for contributions.

We provide about $100 from our outreach funds to purchase needed items as cutlery, dinner plates, drinks and desserts
We be sure to clarify the number of extra persons to be added to the number of expected guests such as volunteer,

GEGs OQOutreach to t ho¢

Church our two weeks of feeding the homeless went well. We

Other guests were a parent trainer, a volunteer who mentors

Piper Williams & her children

Al ways Somet hi ng!

Our building and property projects for September are:

e  Finishing seeding and fencing the verge (the area
between the street and sidewalk) on Gowen Avenue
Replacing the stolen exterior lights at the Cline Foyer
and the handicapped entrance
Choosing color(s) in anticipation of contracting painting
of the area around the stage and the kitchen doors.

Removing the tree at the rear driveway entrance which
is estimated to cost $1,500 - $1,800

$270. e Replacing a leaking window located over the kitchen in
Van's Lock replaced si» the southwest corner of the BBY space for an estimated
e Dwyer repaired the heat cost of $2,500.
office: $262 e Having Stahl Electric move the floor outlet in the newly
e John Houston built storage cages in the basement: configured vacant office
$1,952 e Leasing the former AlIl S
¢ We renewed our contract with Keystone Fire e  Finalizing negotiations for a new lease with The Big
Protection for inspection and maintenance of our Backyard
kitchen fire suppression system and fire Lori Sutherland
extinguishers: $448
e Duffy Landscaping removed the vines growing on the
back exterior wall of the church and cleaned up the Space for Rent
landscaping along Ardleigh Street for an estimated The space on the second floor of the parish building which was
cost of $1,000 formerly occupied by All So
Our monthly utility bills were: for rent. It consists of 840 square feet and has two spacious
o Oil $0 office areas (one with a large bay window and lovely view of
e Electric $766 Gowen Avenue) and two storage closets. The asking rental rate
e Gas $378 is $10 per square foot or $700 per month. Please ask around to
e  Water/Sewer $189 see if anyone is interested. Call Lori Sutherland in the parish
office at (215) 248-2950 with any questions.
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224 East Gowen Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19119

W Grace Epiphany Church

L Our mission is to open our hearts, minds and church to all people so that we all
come closer to God, and that we may be enriched by each other's prayers and |

SUNDAY SERVICES

8:00 AM Holy Eucharist

10:30 AM Holy Eucharist and Church School
One service only at 9:30 AM on a fifth Sunday

HOW TO REACH US  Parish Office Hours: Monday through Thursday 10 AM — 3PM
Office Phone: (215) 248-2950 Fax: (215) 753-0354

Web: grace-epi.org
E-mail: graceepiphany@verizon.net

E-mailus—We ' d | ove to hear from you!

X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

RECTOR RECTOR®S WARDEN
The Rev. Thomas Eoyang, Jr. Victoria Sicks
reCtOF.EraceeDiDhanY@verizon.net DIRECTOR OF MUSIC

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR Nicholas Fennig
Lori Sutherland nfennigl@gmail.com
EraceeD|Dhany@verlzon.net SEXTON

Dan Finn

Many Gifts, One Spirit 2009

Pl edges are still coming in, so if you haven
needed to keep the lights shining, the doors open and the welcome warm.

To Grace Epiphany Church, 224 E. Gowen Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19119
As a steward of God’'s gifts and rkefmgRarah Didcesednd Ndtianal Chardh |

it is my intention in the year 2009 to give Grace Epiphany Church the amount listed below. (I understand this pledge is good
unless | notify the treasurer of a change or cancellation.)

(Please fill in only one amount) $ per week; $ per month; $ per year.

Date payments will start:

Signature Date:

Name (please print)

Address:

I would like envelopes Yes _ No _ | would like a call from the Rector

Thank you for your support!




