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Blessing of Animals
3 PM, Sunday, October 4

Stewardship Team
Meeting
Sunday, October | |
after the 10:30 Service

Vestry Meeting
Sunday, October 25
Note date change
after the 10:30 service,

Meeting of GE Men
Sunday, October 25
after the 10:30 service

Speaking of Grace
Deadline for November Issue
9 AM, Thursday
October 22

Music of Felix
Mendelssohn
Celebrating the bicentennial

of his birth
4 PM, Sunday, November 8
St . M a-in-the-Fiebds
Chestnut Hill

Philadelphia American Guild
of Organists Members
Recital with guest organists,
including Nick Fennig playing
Mendelssohn's Sonata Il

Discerning in Tension

In the Episcopal Church one learns many strange words, and one also learns to use seemingly
ordinary words in special ways. A humorous example of the former occurs in the book on
stewardship that the Stewar d s hi p Team i s reading toget
Sunday announcementé: o0The ECW wil |l me e
postlude, while the vestry has a brief meeting scheduled in the nave, and the vergers and altar
guild willjoint he sexton in the sacristy.o Yes,
ooutsiders, 6 which is perhaps the purpo

Examples of the latterfi ordinary words used in distinctive waysfi abounded in seminary. The
t wo on my miemdsinonw aarned tdi s c er i dekingored
deeply into God&s st or ¥igaeesisetomanycontrastihge s 0
seemingly irreconcilable truths. A good, all-powerful God who apparently cannot or does not
prevent evil and suffering would be one example. Another would be a religion based on the
commandments to | ove God and | ove oneds
denominations that have often acted towards each other in ways that were anything but
loving. The operative principle always seemed to be that we thoughtful, spiritual Christians
were called to o0live in this tension.
asked to olive into, o6 | might h avesseenough
without finding exquisite theological r

And | thought | understood the word odi
dinner companion6s tie, or gaobirsoa thdfds sdadf theo
lawn. But in the spiritual life one is asked to discern a whole other set of experiences. One
discerns a call to ordained ministry, of course. One also discerns the movement of the Holy
Spirit; or the godly course of action chosen out of a complex moral dilemma; or how to move
through the major decisions of lifefi getting married, getting divorced, having children, career
choices.

Somehow, tension always calls for discernment, and yet discernment always places us in some
tension. In the tension between two conflicting values or desires, our feeling that we must
discern a choice between them can seem overwhelming. Being in tension is obviously
uncomfortable, and making a choice, we think, will restore us to comfort. And when we are
called into a process of discernment, such as when | was asked to consider ordained ministry,
or when Grace Epiphany had to discern who you were and what you needed and wanted in a
new rector, tensions undoubtedly become visible that were not visible before.

Grace Epiphany, the Diocese of Pennsylvania and the Episcopal Church are all in states of
discernment and some degree of tension. All three, in times of considerable stressfi
financial and otherwisefi have to ask the immensely important question | posed in last
mont hds essay: oOWhat is God calling us
usual effects of tensionfi conflict, self-justification, judging and demonizing others, creating
lots of noise or rushing into hasty choicesfi we as people of the Word, people of the Table,
people of the Spirit, and people of God can perhaps remember to discern our way through
the tension with quietness, gentleness, openness, patience, confidence, prayer, and self-giving
love. After all, the journey is just as important as the arrival.

Yours in Christ,
Thomas




CREDO Conference

| will be attending a CREDO conference from October 12-19, 2009 in Richmond, Virginia. The eight-day conference
provides participants with the means to find direction and clarity in four component areas: spiritual, physical, vocational
and financial. CREDO provides a foundation for participants to embrace wellness and to prayerfully discern the direction
of their vocation.

CREDO was founded in 1997 as a pilot program funded by The Church Pension Group. Episcopal clergy, deacons and
bishops from virtually every diocese in the country have taken advantage of the CREDO benefit. Participants are selected
at random from all active clergy with more than one year in the Pension Fund. The Church Pension Fund pays all but
$500 of the conference costs.

Approximately 30 clergy will meet in plenary sessions, small groups and private consultations with faculty members.

Participants also have ample quiet time to reflect on their personal and professional lives. In the four component areas,

the work of CREDO gives space for reflectionineachper sonds per sonal and profes:;g
Spiritual O offers a sacred space where each participant can reflect on his or her interior life and relationship
with God in Christ.

Vocational 0 provides opportunities for reflection, discernment, and planning in the professional areas of
vocation, career and work.

Health & encourages reflection on physical and emotional health and well-being, stewardship of the body,
and devel opment of a plan to address the individ

Financial 8 explores all aspects of personal financial management and encourages reflection on God-given
resources and how best to use them in response t

Through this discernment and visioning process and with the help of a faculty team of professionals, each participant
builds a CREDO Plan 8 a personal covenant based on his or her CREDO work and a formal expression of the CREDO
experience. The CREDO Plan provides a personal baseline and strategy for effective implementation.

Thomas Eoyang

Meet Paul Boyd
Paul Boyd has made a career of helping people. The Germantown resident is a
counselor who helps people who are working out their emotional and substance
abuse issues.

Now the Grace Epiphany parishioner is using his talents to lead a Sunday discussion
group based on a book that he finds very meaningful.

Legacy of the Heaiforms my philos o phy f or hel ping peo
acknowledges and validates peopl esd

0The Grace Epiphany group has been
how diverse Episcopalians can be. Here at Grace we have so many different
peopl e, people who are willing to sh

In addition to being a counselor at the Belmont Center, Paul also teaches at
Camden County College. He and his wife Shirley are the parents of two
young children. They have been members at GE for four years.

Paul Boyd with his son.
We really |like it her e, 6 WPsaeffdrtatGeadeblut T h e BhotobyHal Horsing 0 N
he hopes it is not the last.

ol really want to start a centering prayer group,t
very helpful . ¢
Lucia Herndon Horning

The discussion group meets on Sunday mornings at 9:30 AM. LEgechabkhe Heart, is available at bookstovesn line.

OCTOBER 2009 Speaking of Grace PAGE 2



October Calendar for Adults

Adult Learning Opportunities
Adult Forum 9:30 6 10:15 AM, Sundays, Conference Room

We began with an examination of how personal spirituality can arise from a place of personal pain. Wayne Muller has written

a book, Legacy ohe Heartthat embraces the notion that spirituality, the Gospel, is about transformation. The book is
subtitled, O0The Spiritual Advantages of a Painful Chil
examines the difficulties we humans face and the opportunities God presents for transformation. Each chapter ends with an
exercise, discussion point and a suggestion for developing a spiritual practice of mindfulness.

Paul Boyd leads us in the first seven sessions of Adult Forum, where we read and discuss this book and offer support for
those who choose to develop the spiritual practices suggested. The book is available through on-line bookstores. All are
invited to share in this exploration of how to grow in our relationship with God in Jesus Christ, especially in times of
difficulty.

Wednesday Healing Services Noon on Wednesdays in the Chapel
The readings for Wednesday healing services are those for the commemoration from Lesser Feasts and Ffagtshat day or a
day earlier in the week (dates in parentheses are the actual day of commemoration). When there is no commemoration on
the calendar the readings are chosen to relate to the theme of healing.

Woednesday, October 7: William Tyndale (October 6)
Woednesday, October 14: No Service (Fr. Thomas away)
Wednesday, October 21: Henry Martyn (October 19)
Wednesday, October 28: St. Simon & St. Jude, Apostles

Proposal for Evening Womend s Bi bl e St udy

A parishioner has come forward to propose a womends Bi
those who have jobs during the day. Fr. Thomas can supply guidance and resources regarding methodologies, but would only
participate as invited. This could be an excellent way to develop a strong small-group ministry that deepens spirituality and

faith, promotes the sharing of the particular challenges that women face in their personal and family lives and at work, and

offers another opportunity to be touched by the word of God in Scripture. If anyone is interested, please contact Fr.

Thomas, who would love to guide the initial coordination and orientation.

Prayer Shawl Ministry 12:30 PM, Wednesdays with a brown bag lunch
Also, the first Sunday of each month after the 10:30 service

We have created and given more than fifty shawls that are blessed at the altar and given to recipients, not just with the

prayers of the knitter, but the prayers of the whole congregation. You need not be an expert knitter, in fact this could be

an opportunity to learn to knit or crochet. You can also participate in this ministry by donating funds to purchase yarn,

joining in our prayers, knitting from home, or suggesting someone who is in need of healing or comfort. See Mar i e (

for more information.

Tuesdays: Breakfast with the Gospels First meeting is October 6, 7:50 AM
This is a perfect time to give this method of Bible study a try. No homework! We will begin reading Acts of the Apostles
over coffee and light breakfast foods. Our method is to discuss the context for the Biblical text and read aloud together to
see what we discover. Helen White guides our reading in an open, lively discussion.

A Welcome to new choir members
Our Adult Choir welcomes four new singers this fall: Brenda English, Pam Smith, Dave Kasievich, and Andrew Kellner. This
brings us to a healthy number of |3 singers (lucky for us!) in the choir. However, we are always encouraging new voices to
Omake a joyful noisedé6 in one of our two choirs: telye
Sunday at 9AM, offering their music at the 10: 30AM sel
immediately following the 10:30 AM service (at about | 1:50 AM) and offers their music seasonally. Please talk to Nick Fennig,
Director of Music, for information about joining either choir.
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Children and Family Ministries for October

The GE Childreno6s Choir e
The first rehearsal of the Chil drends Ch o bynll agpdaranes ac e
everyone had fun. Nick Fennig, our director of music, was glad to spend time with the young folk and to get to know some

of them better and some of them for the first time. Many t hanks to Kristen Kr ealoer
h e | p &heyswill be present with Nick and the children every Sunday. The first offering of

worship will be All Saintsd Su midcailgren ofNliageseanswetcosme tb sing with t
the Childrends Choir, which meets every Sunday right
Sunday Christian Formation for Children 9:30 AM

Leaders: Winnie Morrison, Mable Rivers, Beth Ten Have, Victoria Sicks, Mandel Smith, Jasmine Williams,
and the Meng
During the Learning Hour for Christian Formation the younger children engage in our long-established Godly Play program.
They enter imaginatively and actively into the great stories of the Bible and into the lives of people of faith. Through
|l istening, conversation, and artistic expressi oThedldbre
children | earn about t he enieashgthedigsing thé GoodhNepwsgrSnubatdhay 6 s w
conversation often leads to the lesson rather than the lesson leading to the conversation.

Theme of the Day Younger Children Older Children
October 4 St. Francis Godly Play Living the Good News
3 PM Blessing Creation Story Mark 10:13-16
of the Animals
October |11 Ten Commandments - Godly Play Living the Good News
Lectionary for the day 10 Best Ways Mark 10:17-27
October 18 Aids Walk AIDS Walk for those who wish to participate,
Godly Play for the others
October 25 Baptism Godly Play: The Flood and the Ark:
Baptism, Vol. 3, Lesson 6 Living the Good NeBaptism

Lesson, Piper Williams will

meet with the group to talk
about why it's important to
the Williams family to have
Cole baptized.

November | All Saints Day: Godly Play: Living the Good News
Baptism of Cole Williams Baptism lesson John |1: 32-44
AIDS Walk Sunday, October 18

Join other diocesan youth on the annual Walk/Run to support HIV/AIDS services in the Delaware Valley. Register online at
www.aidswalkphilly.org, Team #2461. Led by GE parishioner Andrew Kellner, the diocesan Youth Minister, this diocesan
event also includes an overnight retreat at Philadelphia Cathedral on Saturday, October 17. Talk to Andrew to RSVP or for
more information: 215-627-6434x120 or andrewk@diopa.org.

Green Tip #16: Ease up on the video games.

Playing video games on both computers and systems uses a lot of energy! That's why your system or computer feels hot
after y otuYowcan saveoreedergy by simply doing homework or going outside to play instead of sitting in front of
the TV or computer screen. This activity uses more electricity than regular TV or computer usage. See squidoo.com for
more energy saving tips for kids.
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Prayer Corner
We pray for the recovery of Charles Carter.

We pray for the soul of Richard Weiford who died
August 25. He was the father of Leslie Wise

Seniors Helping Seniors

Seniors Helping Seniors is an ifhome service where senior
who need help are matched with seniors who want to he
throughout NorthwestePhiladelphiaCall to schedule a time
for someone to come and meet with you in pexséind out
more so a good match can be made to meet your needs
Whether you need a little help or a loRt&482-6738 or

e-mailphillyshs@msn.conThanks to Mary Cuffey for writiy
about her experience with this organization:

June 9™ was my first time gardening with Jean who planted
my flowers and Alice who mowed my lawn. We had a very
friendly three hours together. J e an s ai d:

Jean is full of laughs. They asked me how | wanted things
done and offered advice as well. Jean lives in the apartment
building where Loretta Bracey used to live.

Sunday Diversity Brunch Time

Join the Men of GE at their annual diversity brunch on
Sunday, November 8, after the 10:30 service. Bring a dish
to share with your fellow parishioners. Rumor has it that
Emmy is bringing chitlins and Earl is donating fried chicken,
while Hiliary i s Thesegaoalyd u
rumors. Come and join us in forgetting our diets and
enjoying the fun and fellowship.

Earl Williams

24l

October Birthdays
2 Karen Shirley Getzen 2 Steffan Knight
8 Durand Davis 14 Emmy Starr
[0 Adam Eldridge |6 Elizabeth Wilson

Anna Schwarz 28 Jasmine Smith
Il Walter Johnson 31 Chinedu Chukuani

Please call the office, 215248-2950,

if your birth day has not been listed

Names in the News!

Congratulations to Olivia Holloway who is a freshman at
the University of Virginia in Charlottesville. (It is notoriously
difficult for non-Virginians to get admitted to U. Va.) Olivia is
shown here being inducted into the National Honor Society
when she was a senior at Springfield High School. She
received scholarships to college from both the Spackman
Trust and the Omega Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha.
Olivia is the daughter of Hiliary and Renetta Holloway.

We Get Letters. ..

... from NAOMI House thanking GE for the underwear and
socks we sent in July:

We were all so overjoyed at your gift it was amazing. What
you sent was so needed and so timely especially as times are
so rough for so many. A huge thank-you to all at your church.

... from Heifer International for our gift of $500 to purchase
okni tk e tntiyo ldrfeas and two shéep four animals
famous for their warm, incgoneducing wool:

Your gift helps provided the hope of dignity and self-reliance
for thousands of families around the world. It is no
exaggeration to say that your support and kindness make
our work possible. Entire communities are transformed by

OPassing on -hotoed cGriefstone that a t
makes Heiferds work so uni
being Heifer I nternati oonal

family at a time. Together, we can end hunger while caring
for the Earth!

.. .from Episcopal Community senieS)(for our $100 gift:

ECS makes a difference by helping individuals and families with
multiple needs overcome the impact of poverty. Thank you
for assisting ECS in helping families stay together, children and
youth thrive, and communities become stronger. Thank you
for making this important work of ECS a vital part of your
parish outreach efforts. We are very grateful for the faithful
support of Grace Epiphany Church.

See page 6 for a thank you from Turtle W
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Reaching Out to Tuareg Children in Timbuktu
The sales of Chico bags and coffee, along with otheinfyedicis at GE, have made it possible for us to support the salary of
at the Teshaqg School at the edge of the Sahar a dohFeam, fang
some photos and information atimischool from Irma Turtle, the founder of TurtleWill, the organization which helps fund sc
medical clinics and wells in West Africa.

Once again we are very honored to receive your most recent donation of
$500 to be used targatPeshagSchohlinthe e a c hiiems
Timbuktu region of Mali. This is such an enormous help! | think the entire
congregation at Grace Epiphany Church will be so pleased to learn that
Teshaq School is quickly becoming a tiny oasis of education in the desert.
| have just received the academic results of the school year 2008/09 when
Grades One and Two were in session. | am very proud to tell you that our
Teshaq students, who all come from nomadic Tuareg families, did
extremely well: Grade One: 29 boys, 20 girls = 49 students with 44
passing; Grade Two: 20 boys, 16 girls = 36 students with 33 passing. The Teshaq School compound with its two brick and ce
A classroom for Grade Three will be built as soon as the rains stop. We classrooms. Dec, 2008
will be in need of three teachers for 2009/10 so your contribution is
especially welcome at this time!

With many, many thanks to all of you and my best wishes,

Irma Turtle

TurtleWill Gives Many In Remote Mali Access to Education

Recognizing the great need for primary schools nearby to enable their children to
attend school, chiefs of small remote tribal communities in the region of
Timbuktu, Mali, began to petition their local governmental Departments of
Education for primary schools in their immediate areas. Government R S Y P
authorization usually meant the provision of a classroom, teachers and school e &

materials. Now, however, the government provides only an official authorization ’ ¥ :

to start a O0Communi hexonmuity hselfenlist provide a n|i n.g° t h’a —

all necessary elements including classrooms, teachers, school materials and desks. ﬂ\ : {——— 3=
This has been an enormous financial hardship for these tribal communities, who The first Teshaq School was in this straw shelte
live at survival level. Several managed to pull together enough resources to build straw hangars under which the students could
study. Open hangars are especially dangerous as children are exposed to wind, dust and respiratory infections, as well as
dangerous scorpions, spiders and snakes.

The History of Teshaq School

Teshaqg Community Primary School is located 5 miles from Timbuktu. In 2008/09
there were 90 students from Tuareg nomad families in Grades | and 2. Some of
these children had already begun school in the town of Timbuktu, where learning
conditions are horrendous. Not only did they walk 10 miles per day to attend
school, the classrooms in Timbuktu are hugely overcrowded with often 100
children per class. Teshaq School began as a straw shelter. Today it is a
compound with two fully equipped brick classrooms, a brick store room and a
well. Having successfully graduated students in Grades One and Two, Grade
Three will start in October, 2009 in a new third classroom. Boys and girls from grades 1 & 2 in their new uni

It is crucial to ensure that girls get an education. Research shows that as more girls go to
school and subsequently enter the job force, the population growth rate will decrease. For
this reason it is especially important to build dormitories and latrines at our schools.
Dormitories create a safe and secure environment for young girls who must board at school
in order to get an education as their parents [who are nomads] live far away. Latrines are
crucial to accommodate girlsdé need for
Research also shows that one of the greatest deterrents to keeping young girls in school is
the lack of latrines.

Very proud mothers from the Teshaq
canmunity with their student daughters.

OCTOBER 2009 Speaking of Grace PAGE 6



Making a Joyful Noise at Grace Epiphany!

Music of the Virgin Mary Recital by Tom Sheehan
Ancient Voices Philadelphia American Guild of Organists
The Early Music Vocal Ensemble Chapter and Regional Competition Winner
of the University of Pennsylvania 4 PM, Sunday, February 28
8 PM, Saturday, December 5
X X X X X X
The Third Annual Epiphany Ancient Voices
Lessons & Carols The Early Music Vocal Ensemble
Featuring the Grace Epiphany Choir of the University of Pennsylvania
4 PM, Sunday, January 3 8 PM, Saturday, API‘“ 17

|l tds Al ways Somet hing!
We thank the staff and volunteers who get things don
which makes it all possible. Here is a list of the work that has been completed and expenses incurred on the GE building
complex in August and the first half of September:

Designed Alarm disconnected a faulty kitchen heat detector: $85

Still-Man removed a large dying tree from the rear driveway entry: $2,000

Hophan Brothers Plumbing dislodged a deep clog in a toilet in Pre-S ¢ h 0 0 | Plusds (PSP) spa
John Houston repaired damage to the eastern exterior and interior wall of the sanctuary, replaced two ballasts, repaired
four outlets and repaired a hole in the PSP emergency exit door, replaced rotting wood and installed flashing in a window sill
in the Big Back Yard (BBY) space and helped Dan put up shelving in the garage: $2,025

e  Stahl Electric checked on a faulty light fixture in Cline and replaced the ballasts and removed unneeded electrical wiring
for the alarm system in the vacant space: $544

e Apple Roofing checked on a leaking gutter over the BBY space: $0

Our monthly utility bills werefi Oil $ O
Electric $1553 (2 months)
Gas $ 694 (2 months)
Water/Sewer $ 18I

Our building and property projects for October are:

. Replacing the stolen exterior lights at the Cline foyer and handicapped entrance

. Choosing color(s) in anticipation of contracting painting of the area around the stage and the kitchen doors

. A final round of lease negotiations with the Big Back Yard to renew their existing lease and to lease the vacant space

Lori Sutherland

OCTOBER 2009 Speaking of Grace PAGE 7



224 East Gowen Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19119

W Grace Epiphany Church

L Our mission is to open our hearts, minds and church to all people so that we all
come closer to God, and that we may be enriched by each ognersgrasesence.

SUNDAY SERVICES

8:00 AM Holy Eucharist

10:30 AM Holy Eucharist and Church School
One service only at 9:30 AM on each fifth Sunday

HOW TO REACH US  Parish Office Hours: Monday through Thursday 10 AM 6 3PM
Office Phone: (215) 248-2950 Fax: (215) 753-0354

Web: www.grace-epi.org
E-mail: graceepiphany@verizon.net

E-mailusi We 6d | ove to hear from you!

X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

RECTOR RECTOR®S WARDEN
The Rev. Thomas Eoyang, Jr. Victoria Sicks
rector.graceepiphany@verizon.net DIRECTOR OF MUSIC

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR Nicholas Fennig
Lori Sutherland nfennigl@gmail.com
graceep|phany@verlzon.net SEXTON

Dan Finn

Many Gifts, One Spirit 2009

Pl edges are still coming in, so if you haven
needed to keep the lights shining, the doors open and the welcome warm.

To Grace Epiphany Church, 224 E. Gowen Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19119
Asastewardof Gododés gifts and in gratitude for all Hi s bl ¢
it is my intention in the year 2009 to give Grace Epiphany Church the amount listed below. (I understand this pledge is good

unless | notify the treasurer of a change or cancellation.)

(Please fill in only one amount) $ per week; $ per month; $ per year.

Date payments will start:

Signature Date:

Name (please print)

Address:

I would like envelopes Yes No | would like a call from the Rector

Thank you for your support!




