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Set Your Clocks Back
2 AM, Sunday
November |

Election Day Meals
11AM - 3PM
Tuesday, November 3

Men of GE
Diversity Luncheon
after the 10:30 service
Sunday November 8

Vestry Meeting
after the 10:30 service
Sunday, November 15

Speaking of Grace Deadline
December/January Issue
9 AM, Thursday
November 19

In-gathering Sunday
November 22
Please come and bring your
pledge card.

Meeting of GE Men
after the 10:30 service

Sunday, November 22

Thanksgiving Day Service

at GE
with Christ Church &
St . Mi chael

10 AM Thursday
November 26

GE Office & Building
Closed Thursday & Friday,
November 26 & 27

Core Values and Core Purpose
We shall not cease from exploration
And the end of all our exploring
Will be to arrive where we started
And know the place for the first time.
T. S. Eliot, “Little Gidding,” from Four Quartets

At the clergy wellness conference that | recently attended, we discussed a Harvard
Business Reviatticle entitled “Building Your Company’s Vision,” by James C. Collins
and Jerry |. Porras (copies are available in Cline). We used the article’s concepts to
form personal goals of physical, spiritual, vocational and financial wellness. But they
are even more applicable to us as a church as we spend this next period of time
together in serious and persistent discernment about the questions | continue to pose
to us all: What is God calling us to be? What is God calling us to do?

Collins and Porras describe the first task of creating an organizational vision to be
discovering the organization’s core ideologyhich is made up of two parts: core values
and core purpse An organization’s core ideology “defines [its] timeless character.

It’s the glue that holds the enterprise together when everything else is up for grabs.”

Core values “are the handful of guiding principles by which a company navigates.”
Examples of what a church might declare as its core values are generosity, hospitality,
avoidance of conflict, decorum, prayer, liturgical innovation, social justice and the
nurturing of children. The authors say that “only a few values can be truly core—that
is, so fundamental and deeply held that they will change seldom, if ever.” They
suggest a limit of five or six. To determine whether a value is truly core, we ask
ourselves if we would hold to it even if circumstances penalize us for doing so. For
instance, if holding to a value would cost us our entire endowment or would cause a
serious decline in membership, would we still hold to that value? If we could not
honestly say we would, then the value is not core.

Core purpose is an organization’s reason for being. It answers the question, “Why
are we here?” Core purpose is not a list of activities or set of goals nor is it a
description of what we do. We could say that “Grace Epiphany offers Christian
worship in the Episcopal tradition every Sunday,” but that would merely be a
description of an activity, not a core purpose. To derive a core purpose from that
statement we need to ask “why is that important?” The authors suggest asking

that “why” question five times to get to a deeper understanding of the core purpose
of an organization.

A core ideology does not express a hope of what we want to become some day. It
describes honestly and authentically who we are in the present. We can’t fake it.

Continued on page tw|

Fifth Sunday, Childrends Sabbath
9:30 AM, Sunday, November 29: one service at followed by a parish meeting




The True Work of a Christian Community
Over the past year, stewardship at Grace Epiphany has moved in a new direction. Instead of being a fall appeal for
financial support, stewardship has become a year-round team effort. Father Thomas convened a stewardship team of
parish leaders that meets quarterly for prayer, learning, and reflection. In parallel with the Vestry, the stewardship team
has undertaken to consider who we are as a community now and what is God calling this community to be.

Time, treasure and talent — those are the gifts that we all have to offer. Traditional stewardship appeals focus mainly on
treasure, and that is critically important in our material world. But the true work of a Christian community requires time
and talent to transform lives.

The stewardship team is asking us all to support our common life in many ways. Certainly there will be the clear request
for financial support as we strive to balance our budget without inappropriate reliance on the endowment, but we are also
being asked to choose from a number of ministries that will strengthen our community.

Will you serve on a pastoral care team? Will you serve at the altar as a chalice bearer? Will you be the face of Grace
Epiphany greeting Sunday morning worshipers at the door? Will you share what you know with an adult group? With a
group of young people? Will you join in Vestry leadership?

If each of us said a joyful “yes!” to just one of these questions, think of what we could accomplish as an act of thanksgiving
for all that we have. In the coming weeks, please give prayerful consideration to how you will answer this year’s
Stewardship appeal. | believe that with our answers will come great blessings for Grace Epiphany.

Victoria Sicks, R

The Gift of Friendship and Hope

On a rainy night during the last week in September, Brenda English, Marie O’ Neill and | and met at the New Covenant
campus, formerly the Pennsylvania School for the Deaf, to visit the friends that we had made in July through the
Northwest Interfaith Hospitality Network. Our neighbors at St. Martin’s were hosting the group and, since we arrived
early, we helped set the tables while we waited for the group to come in for dinner.

Our mission for the evening was to present our friends with prayer shawls created by GE’s knitting group. We wanted
to present each woman we befriended with a shawl before she moved on to another location or into permanent
housing. It was so terrific to be greeted by each of the families with big hugs and happiness to see us! We stayed
through dinner and chatted with our old friends and met the two new families who had joined the group: a woman
with two handsome young boys and a woman whose two boys and adorable little girl | had often seen skipping down
the New Covenant side of Germantown Avenue in the afternoon on my way home from work. | had wondered where
they were headed.

After dinner, we presented the shawls to both our old friends and our new friends. Our old friends were very grateful
for our prayers and especially that we had come back to see them, particularly the one woman who was moving into
permanent housing the next week. Our new friends, especially the lady with the three little ones who gave my mom a
big hug when she received her shawl, could not believe that even though we did know her we gave here such a gift.

It was an uplifting evening, but we have to get knitting or crocheting, as our supply of shawls is totally depleted. If
anyone is interested in creating a shawl, please contact me or Brenda English.

Susan OO6 N

Core Values and Core Purpose Continued from page of

We can’t fabricate a core ideology with the intention of attracting other people. A core ideology is a deep truth that is
uncovered or discovered, something to guide and inspire, and to draw forth our ongoing commitment.

| call us all to engage in the process of discovering our core values and our core purpose, and enclose a Core Ideology
Reflection sheet with this newsletter. Because | hope that our core ideology would bear some relationship to the
Baptismal Covenant that we all share, the Covenant appears on the back of the sheet. | would like everyone to ponder
and pray about the questions over the next two months and fill out the sheet. The sheets will be collected and blessed on
our namesake Sunday—Epiphany Sunday, January 3. A visioning team will then be called to bring all the responses
together and attempt some statements of value and purpose that will be the subject of further reflection and discussion.

Yours in Christ,
Thomas
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208 = November Calendar for Adults

Adult Learning Opportunities
Adult Forum 9:30 8 10:15 AM, Sundays, Conference Room

We began with an examination of how personal spirituality can arise from a place of personal pain. Wayne Muller has written a
book, Legacy of the Heatfiat embraces the notion that spirituality, the Gospel, is about transformation. The book is subtitled,
“The Spiritual Advantages of a Painful Childhood.” Divided into 12 chapters such as Pain and Forgiveness, Muller examines the
difficulties we humans face and the opportunities God presents for transformation. Each chapter ends with an exercise,
discussion point and a suggestion for developing a spiritual practice of mindfulness.

Paul Boyd leads us in this Adult Forum, running through November 22, where we read and discuss this book and offer support
for those who choose to develop the spiritual practices suggested. The book is available through on-line bookstores. All are
invited to share in this exploration of how to grow in our relationship with God in Jesus Christ, especially in times of difficulty.

Wednesday Healing Services Noon on Wednesdays in the Chapel
The readings for Wednesday healing services are those for the commemoration from Lesser Feasts and Ffagtshat day or a
day earlier in the week (the dates in parentheses are the actual day of commemoration). When there is no commemoration on
the calendar the readings are chosen to relate to the theme of healing.

Wednesday, November 4: Richard Hooker (Nov. 3)
Wednesday, November | I: Martin, Bishop of Tours

Wednesday, November 18: Hilda, Abbess of Whitby
Wednesday, November 25: James Huntington

Proposal for Evening Womends Bible Study

We are still asking if there is interest in a women’s Bible study group which would meet on a weekday evening to accommodate
those who have jobs during the day. This was an idea put forward by a parishioner. So far one other person has expressed
interest. Fr. Thomas can supply guidance and resources regarding methodologies, but would only participate as invited. A
strong, Scripture-based small-group ministry that deepens spirituality and faith, offering a space to share the particular challenges
that women face in their personal and family lives and at work would be an excellent gift that Grace Epiphany could offer our
community. If anyone is interested, please contact Fr. Thomas, who would love to guide the initial coordination and orientation.

Prayer Shawl Ministry 12:30 PM, Wednesdays with a brown bag lunch
Also, the first Sunday of each month after the 10:30 service

We have created and given more than fifty shawls that are presented at the altar and given to recipients, not just with the

prayers of the knitter, but the prayers of the whole congregation. You need not be an expert knitter, in fact this could be

an opportunity to learn to knit or crochet. You can also participate in this ministry by donating funds to purchase yarn,

joining in our prayers, knitting from home, or suggesting someone who is in need of healing or comfort. See Marie O’Neill

for more information.

Tuesdays: Breakfast with the Gospels 7:50 AM, Conference Room
The Book of Acts is the focus of our discussion this fall which may range from Acts to the Old Testament to current events
especially (gasp) to the Phillies! There is no homework, but you are guaranteed to have a lot to think about when you get
home. We offer coffee and light breakfast foods but an even greater incentive is to be able to participate in the open, lively
discussions led by Helen White and Dawn Stewart with participants from GE and other area churches.

Music of Felix Mendelssohn
4 PM, Sunday, November 8
St . M &in-thé-Fiedds Chestnut Hill
Philadelphia American Guild of Organists Members Recital with guest organists, including Nick Fennig playing
Mendelssohn's Sonata Il
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%K Children and Family Ministries for November

The GE Childrends Choir Following the 10:30 Service
The first offering of the Children’s Choir during worship will be All Saints’ Sunday, November |, at the 10:30 AM service.
All children of all ages are welcome to sing with the Children’s Choir, which meets every Sunday right after the 10:30 AM
service.

Sunday Christian Formation for Children 9:30 AM
Leaders: Winnie Morrison, Mable Rivers, Beth Ten Have, Victoria Sicks, Mandel Smith, Jasmine Williams,

and the Meng
During the Learning Hour for Christian Formation the younger children engage in our long-established Godly Play program.
They enter imaginatively and actively into the great stories of the Bible and into the lives of people of faith. Through
listening, conversation, and artistic expression they “ponder the stories in their heart,” and make them their own. The older
children learn about the readings of that Sunday’s worship service, using the Living the Good Nepy®gram, but the
conversation often leads to the lesson rather than the lesson leading to the conversation.

Theme of the Day Younger Children Older Children
November | All Saints Day Godly Play: Livig the Good News
Baptism of Cole Williams Baptism lesson John |1: 32-44
November 8 Godly Play: Godly Play:
The Flood and the Ark Saints Stories
November |15 Helping Hands All children will be making meatloaves for St. Vincent’s
November 22 Godly Play: Livinghe Good News
The Great Families John 18: 33b-37
November 26 10 AM Thanksgiving Service at Grace Epiphany with Christ Church & St. Michael’s
November 29 Advent | & Fifth Sunday Make Advent wreaths - intergenerational activity

Children's Service

Bringing Advent Into Our Homes
On each of the four Sundays of Advent, the Grace Epiphany acolyte for the morning lights one candle on the Advent wreath
to help us mark the celebration of the coming of the Christ Child. This year you can continue the tradition of the Advent
wreath by making one of your own! On Sunday, November 29, we will be making Advent wreaths during the education hour,
beginning at 9:30, in Cline Auditorium. You will receive the metal candle ring, candles and live greens. There will be a
demonstration on attaching the greens to the ring. Your completed wreath is yours to take home and the ring will last from

year to year. Please sign up in advance in Cline for this activity as we will be ordering the rings and the greens.
The cost $15.00 a wreath.

Help Our Neighbors Celebrate Thanksgiving!
This is an especially important time of year to make sure all our neighbors have enough food to eat. Each week at Holy
Communion we bring baskets of food to the altar. Let’s make sure those baskets are overflowing in the coming weeks.
Baby formula and other baby foods are always welcome as are canned and boxed goods. Food donations may be placed in
the boxes in the North Porch and will be taken to St. Vincent’s in a timely fashion.
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Prayer Corner

We ask a blessing for David Kasievich and Andrew
Kellner on the occasion of their marriage in Warren, VT,
October 30.

We pray for the continuing recovery of Michael Sanders

We pray for the recovery of Pat Beckett

Election Day Meals
On election day, Tuesday, November 3, we will be serving
food only between the hours of 11 AM and 3 PM. We are
offering our usual lunch menu with soup, chili and sand-
wiches. Come join us for lunch! | am coordinating this
event with Merle McCalla’s assistance along with other
church members who have helped me in the past.
Yvonne Andrews

Diversity Luncheon
On Sunday in November 8 after the 10:30 service you will
be treated to a mouth-watering diversity luncheon
sponsored by the Men of GE. Bring a dish to share with
your fellow parishioners and count on enjoying foods from
around the world: collard greens, herring, lima beans, fried
and baked chicken, salads, macaroni and cheese, African
greens, meat lasagna, vegetarian lasagna, 24-egg omelet and
more. Sounds so good “makes one want to slap their
Mommy.” In conjunction with this year’s luncheon a 50-50
drawing will be held to help reduce the church’s deficit.

Earl Williams

24

November Birthdays
7 Donna Jenkins Fakolujo 22 Mandel Smith
10 Nellie Johnson 24 Tim Spinner
Susan O’Neill 26 Hazel Dunbar
20 Faith Fakolujo

Please call the office, 288-2950, if your birthday
has not been included in the monthly listing.

Names in the News!
GFE'’s beloved columnist Carol Faris was
honored at a dinner given for her in late September when
she retired as Director of Admissions of the Marlboro
School of Music.

Marlboro runs the legendary Marlboro Music Festival every
summer in Marlboro, Vermont. This brings about 80 of the
world’s best young classical musicians together with master
artists to explore the chamber music literature. Participation
in Marlboro is almost a guarantee of an important career in
classical music. Yo-yo Ma is quoted as saying that “Marlboro
was the place where | decided to become a musician.”

Marlboro has made a generous gift to GE in Carol’s honor,
which will be put into the Music Fund to help bring guest
singers and instrumentalists to GE for special occasions.

Needed: Books for Kids

The Pennsylvania African American Library Association
(PAALA) welcomes new and gently used book donations for
their Bookwell program which is an initiative to collect books
and distribute them to public schools and other places in
need. Bookwell donations have gone to victims of Katrina,
the Parkway High School for Peace and Social Justice and
other public schools. Now Bookwell is collecting books for
an after-school program run by Drexel University’s Education
Department. Bookwell will provide a small collection of
books for the three West Philadelphia middle schools, where
the program is held. A green and white striped box is in Cline
for your donations. For more information please contact
Paula Smith at 215-753-1015 or pmsmith | 3@verizon.net.

What | Did On My Summer Vacation

When kids go back to school they tell what they did for their
vacation. Well, | am not a kid in school and | did not have a
vacation. But this is what | did this summer. For some
reason | decided to read 50 books between Memorial Day
and Labor Day. I finished on the Saturday before Labor Day.
It was a lot of fun and now | know how to solve mysteries.
Barbara Lightfoot
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Thereds Musi c i n the AI

Music of the Virgin Mary Recital by Tom Sheehan

Ancient Voices Philadelphia American Guild of Organists
The Early Music Vocal Ensemble Chapter and Regional Competition Winner
of the University of Pennsylvania 4 PM, Sunday, February 28

8 PM, Saturday, December 5

The Third Annual Epiphany Ancient Voices
Lessons & Carols The Early Music Vocal Ensemble

Featuring the Grace Epiphany Choir of the University of Penr?sylvania
4 PM, Sunday, January 3 8 PM, Saturday, April 17

All the concerts are held at Grace Epiphany Church.
A free-will offering to support the mission and ministries of the church
will be gratefully accepted.

Hereds a Joyf ul Ministry for Y

GE is hosting these four very special musical events. | invite anyone who is interested to lend a hand to help make these
events a success. Specifically, we are looking for helpers to host a small reception in Cline following each event, but
ushers may also be of service. The first musical event, the Ancient Voices concert, is coming up soon on Saturday,
December 5 at 8 PM. | have asked the Choir to spearhead hosting the reception for the first concert, but if you are
inclined to help, we welcome the support! The other dates for musical events are listed above. Welcoming guests to our
church is a wonderful way to show who we are and to support the music at the church! Thanks in advance for all your
support. Whether or not you are able to help in this way, we’d love to have you attend these concerts.

Nick Fennig

Green Tip #17

Bottled water; who knows what
In one Natural Resources Defense Council test,
. 20% of bottled water contained greater levels of bacteria than is allowed by the FDA for tap water*
. 70% of bottled water produced and sold within states is exempt from FDA regulation*

Bottled water costs hundreds or thousands of times more than tap water. Compare $0.002 per gallon for most tap water
to $0.89 to $8.26 per gallon for bottled waters*

40% of bottled water is tap water.* Give your wallet and the planet a break. Fill up a plastic or aluminum reusable bottle
with tap water.

* http://www.foodandwaterwatch.org
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Reunion

There were twenty-six of us initially and now about a half of
us are left. Of those, seven gathered in Lancaster at the home
of a member and reminisced about our time at the Phila-
delphia Divinity School (PDS.) We talked about our class-
mates who have died, about our classmates who were unable
to join us and about our professors. And we prayed for all of
them and for ourselves. We told the old stories, shared
laughs, and sometimes someone managed to tell a story that
some of us had not heard before.

We also talked about our experiences as priests over the
years in the various places where we have had responsibilities,
and about our current experiences in retirement. We talked
about our experiences as parents. And in all of this we were
kept honest by the presence our wives -- who had their own
stories to tell.

PDS was closed a few years after our graduation and merged
with the seminary in Cambridge, MA. With it went a way of
life for although upon graduation we received a second
bachelors degree it was not so much a graduate school in the
current sense as a school to train young men (years before
women were ordained) to be parish priests. Although PDS
had a rigorous and challenging academic program, the center
of our lives was in the beautiful chapel that still stands at the

complex last month:

| t 0s

Here is a list of the major work that has been completed and expenses incurred on the GE building

corner of 42™ and Spruce Streets. Every day, turning to the
Prayer Book, we started with Morning Prayer and then the
Eucharist (sung and with a sermon one day a week) and every
day we ended with Evening Prayer (sung and with a guest
preacher on Thursdays.) Every month we recited the entire
Psalter during Morning and Evening Prayer. (See page 585 of
the Prayer Book for the rubric stating that the first five Psalms
are to be recited on the first day of the month at Morning
Prayer, page 580 that Psalms 6,7 and 8 at Evening Prayer, etc.)

At that time it was the beginning of some seminarians being
married and living off campus but most of us lived the
communal life of chapel, classes, library, dormitories and
meals in the refectory. The whole experience marked us
and | am grateful.

For some time our class has met every other year, gathering
for two days at the home of one of our members as our
school is closed. Breaking tradition, we will meet at the home
of a member in Virginia next October because some of the
members and spouses who live there have serious health
issues. It will be the fiftieth year of our ordination. Please
pray for the PDS class of 1960.

Jack Shepherd

Al ways Somet hi

ng!

Designed Alarm completed the required annual inspection of our alarm system and obtained our permit
from the Philadelphia Department of Licenses & Inspection : $175
Dwyer performed our annual boiler maintenance and added a second temperature gauge to the boiler

required by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania: $650
We paid the Commonwealth for our boiler license which is required every two years: $62

Van’s Lock repaired the back door keypad buttons: $103

John Houston worked with Dan to take down the front door to the office, remove the weather stripping and plane the
bottom of the door so it doesn’t stick when opened. John also replaced the toilet floor bolts in the PreSchool PLUS girls’
bathroom and removed the sink in the PreSchool PLUS boys’ bathroom and repaired the piping connections: $600

Our monthly utility bills were—

Qil $ O
Electric $725
Gas $355
Water/Sewer $156

Our building and property projects for November are a continuation of those from October:

. Replacing the stolen exterior lights at the Cline foyer and handicapped entrance
. Choosing color(s) in anticipation of contracting painting of the area around the stage and the kitchen doors
. A final round of lease negotiations with the Big Back Yard to renew their existing lease and to lease the vacant space
Lori Sutherland
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Offering the Gift of Yourself

Elsewhere in this newsletter you will read about stewardship, but we sometimes forget that stewardship is
about more than money; the common phrase we use is “time, talent, and treasure.” This appeal is for your
time and talent. | am calling people to consider serving in one or more of three specific ministries. If you feel
called to any of these ministries, please come talk to me.

Vestry: There will be at least two, and possibly three or four openings on the Vestry beginning in January, 2010. Lay
leadership is vital to the life of the church, especially as Grace Epiphany faces the challenges that lie ahead and continues
to recognize and exercise faithful stewardship of the many gifts that have been given to us. Vestry members normally
serve a 3-year term, but one seat is for a 2-year term.

Greeting Team: We have the beginnings of a Greeting Team, whose ministry is to ensure that newcomers to our
church are made to feel welcome. This ministry is different from the ministry of the ushers in that it is directed solely
to newcomers, and calls for more focused time to be spent with them than ushers (who greet and hand out leaflets to
everyone, and have other duties during the service) are usually able to spend. | hope that eventually the Greeting Team
will develop into a full-blown New Members Ministry, but for now we will concentrate on the ministry of greeting.

Pastoral Care Team: We need a team of people who are willing to visit and call those who are not able to be with
us on Sundays due to illness, immobility or distance. The Pastoral Care Team will help to ensure that our parish prayer
list is up to date, and that Lori and | are kept abreast of the changing condition of our friends in Christ. This ministry
will also include bringing the altar flowers to a homebound parishioner, when appropriate. Eventually the Pastoral Care
Team will include a smaller team of Eucharistic Visitors who will be trained to take communion to those who cannot be
with us on Sunday.

Fr. Thomas

Grace Epiphany Church

224 East Gowen Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19119

- \ Our mission is to open our hearts, minds and church to all people so that we all
cone closer to God, and that we may be enriched by each other's prayers and p|

SUNDAY SERVICES

8:00 AM Holy Eucharist

10:30 AM Holy Eucharist and Church School
One service only at 9:30 AM on each fifth Sunday

HOW TO REACH US  Parish Office Hours: Monday through Thursday 10 AM — 3PM
Office Phone: (215) 248-2950 Fax: (215) 753-0354

Web: www.grace-epi.org
E-mail: graceepiphany@verizon.net

E-mail us —We’d love to hear from you!

RECTOR RECTORGS WARDEN
The Rev. Thomas Eoyang, Jr. Victoria Sicks
rector.graceeplDhany@verlzon.net DIRECTOR OF MUSIC

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR Nicholas Fennig
Lori Sutherland nfennigl@gmail.com
graceep|phany@ver|zon.net SEXTON

Dan Finn




