
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrating 
The Joys of Christmas! 

Christmas Eve, Thursday, December 24 
5:00 PM, Family Service 
8:30 PM, Music of the Season 
9:00 PM, Festival Holy Eucharist 

Christmas Day, Friday, December 25 
9:30 AM, Holy Eucharist 

Sunday, December 27 
8:00 & 10:30 AM, Holy Eucharist 

Sunday, December 27 
8:00 & 10:30 AM — Holy Eucharist 

Epiphany, Sunday, January 3 
8:00 & 10:30AM, Holy Eucharist 

4:00 PM, Festival of Lessons & Carols 
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Advent Reflections 
And what rough beast, its hour come round at last, 

Slouches towards Bethlehem to be born? 

                 W. B. Yeats, òThe Second Comingó (1920) 

Yeats wrote with a foreboding sense of crisis and doom about the century unfolding before 

him.  Europe had just endured (barely) its bloodiest war to date, and signs were not very 

promising that all would be well in the coming years.  Yeats sensed that as yet unnamable 

changes to the world order would so completely alter human history and human 

consciousness as to rival the change that Jesus Christ brought into the world.  He sensed 

that the transformation would not be for the better, but would come upon us like a rough 

beast.  Of course we know in hindsight that he was right: a devastating economic depression 

and another global conflict would shake the world to its foundations before the century was 

half over.  Human brutality and cruelty would be systematically enhanced by technological 

innovation.  A lower level but still continuous drone of violence dogged us into the second 

half of the century, and as we approach the end of the first decade of the new century and 

new millennium I wonder what anxieties and fears prey upon us as we face the decades 

unfolding before us? 
  

In our pessimistic moments we may feel that Yeatsõs words from the first part of the poem 

still hold true: 

Things fall apart; the centre cannot hold; 

Mere anarchy is loosed upon the world, 

The blood-dimmed tide is loosed, and everywhere 

The ceremony of innocence is drowned; 

The best lack all conviction, while the worst 

Are full of passionate intensity. 
 

Every day it seems that the passionate intensity of religious fundamentalists of all varieties 

drowns out the voices of moderation, tolerance, and respect.  Every day it seems that the 

values of selfishness, greed, violence, and hatred are supported more loudly and openly than 

the values of generosity, compassion, mercy, and peace.  Every day there are people who 

argue passionately that religion and faith are part of the problem and have nothing whatever 

to do with the solution. 
  

But unless the season of Advent and Christmas has lost all meaning for us, we who continue 

to witness to the vision that began with that first coming, with that humble and divine birth 

in Bethlehem, continue also to carry forward the revolution in human history and human 

consciousness brought about by the incarnation of God among us.  We continue to witness 

to the hope for peace.  We continue to witness to the desire for compassion and mercy.  

We continue to witness to the need for generous and open hearts.  We continue to witness 

to Godõs passionate dream of justice. 
  

The season of Advent is a time of waiting and expectation.  Despite all the anxiety and fear 

that saturate todayõs world, we followers of the way of Christ ground our waiting and 

expectation in the hope given to us by Godõs abiding presence.  òFor the Lord is a God of 

justice,ó says Isaiah.  òBlessed are all those who wait for him.ó                                                                                           
                                                                                                     Fr. Thomas 
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Stewardship at Grace Epiphany  

Takes on a Fuller Meaning 
In this parish, as in many others, the word òstewardshipó  

has had a quite particular meaning, especially at this time of 

the year. The annual stewardship campaign is an effort on 

the part of one or two people to encourage all the others 

to contribute financially in the coming year in order that the 

life of the parish may continue. With the formation of a 

stewardship team, Grace Epiphany is seeking to understand 

stewardship in its broadest sense as our on-going offering  

of all that we have, the famous òtime, treasure and talent,ó 

throughout the year. With our pledges, we are being asked 

to make a commitment of time and gifts or skills, too, and 

the pledge form requests all those answers. 
 

Each of us will answer the call from the Stewardship  

team in his or her own way, but together we will be a 

stronger parish, as we receive and share the gifts that God 

has given us. 
 

                         Victoria Sicks, Rectorõs Warden 

··· ··· ··· ··· ··· 

Stewardship Envelopes 
For those of you whoõve forgotten, and for those of you 

whoõve never known, here is an explanation about the 

offering envelopes: 
 

The offering envelopes will be available starting Sunday, 

December 13.  In each box, in addition to the blue 

envelopes for your pledge giving (labeled òFor the 

Churchõs Work,ó) there are envelopes for the special 

church days and seasons of Ash Wednesday, Good 

Friday, and Lent.  Envelopes for Christmas and Easter are 

included with special issues of Speaking of Grace.  All 

these are intended for donations above and beyond your 

pledge, to give additionally as the spirit of the season 

moves you.  As a policy of the whole Episcopal Church, 

the Good Friday offering collected in each parish is given 

to the church in Jerusalem. 

 

There are other specially designated envelopes in your 

box, and these also are meant to encourage gifts in 

addition to your regular pledge, for specific reasons: 
 

1. òH.E.L.P.,ó (which stands for òHeating, Electric, 
Light, and Poweró) are envelopes included for the 

cold months when our energy costs are 

particularly high. 

2. Rectorõs Discretionary Fundó is a fund for the 
Rector to respond to people in need (both     

inside and outside the parish) and to appeals for 

worthy causes. 

3. òFor Our Parish Building Fundó was used in 2009 
to help offset the cost of the new flooring in Cline 

Auditorium and Eder Hall.  (Through your 

generosity and that of our two pre-schools, we 

raised over half the cost of the floor project!)  

Moving forward we hope to increase the  

 

 

size of this fund for those proverbial rainy days 

when a major building repair or improvement is 

needed that cannot be accommodated in the 

normal operating budget for that year. 
 

4. òInitial Offeringó is included to help us offset the 
cost of the envelopes themselves. 

 

What you give in all these special envelopes will, of course, 

be recorded in your stewardship statement as part of your 

total giving to Grace Epiphany, and it will be clear that these 

are recorded separately from your regular pledge giving.   
 

There are no envelopes in your box for altar flowers.  The 

system for altar flowers is that you sign up in the altar 

flowers book in Cline for the week you want, noting the 

appropriate commemoration details.  Then you send in your 

donation to the church office, marking the check òAltar 

Flowers and repeating the date and commemoration.   The 

recommended donation for Altar Flowers is $40 per 

Sunday.  The sign-up book offers the possibility for two 

parties to split the cost for a given Sunday. 
 

Collections for Christmas flowers and Easter flowers are 

solicited separately.  Envelopes with a card for the necessary 

information about your commemoration will be inserted in 

the service bulletin in the weeks before Christmas and Holy 

Week, and will also be available from the office.  Please fill 

out the card and submit it along with your check, noting 

òChristmas flowersó or òEaster flowersó on the memo line.  

You can either put the envelope into the offering plate or 

send it into the office. 

··· ··· ··· ··· ··· 

Christmas Flowers 
This is the time of year to begin planning for 

our holiday traditions of decoration and 

festiveness.  I will contact Rothe Florist very 

soon to place our Christmas order of poinsettias and will 

also make arrangements to get our hanging wreaths.   The 

amount of money to be spent on decorating the church 

depends completely on the contributions received from 

members of the church for Christmas memorials for loved 

ones or for expressions of thanksgiving and celebration.  
 

Please forward your Christmas Flower donations as early as 

possible in December so that we know how much money 

we have to spend on decorating our church.  The members 

of Grace Epiphany are generous in their contributions in 

spite of the condition of the economy.  All Christmas 

donations must be received by Thursday, December 17 so 

that you contributions can be listed in the church bulletin.  
 

Please send your check to the church, along with the 

name(s) of person(s) for whom the flowers are given.  

Please indicate "Christmas Flowers" in the memo section on 

your check.  
 

We thank you for your continued generosity.  

If you have questions, comments or concerns please contact 

me at egwash@aol.com or 215-438-1464 
 

                                                        Evelyn Washington 
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December Calendar for Adults  

 

Adult Learning Opportunities  

Adult Forum                                       9:30 ð 10:15 AM, Sundays, December 6, 13 &20, Conference Room 
Fr. Thomas leads a reflective Bible Study on the Advent Gospel passages. 

 

Wednesday Healing Services                                                             Noon on Wednesdays in the Chapel 
Beginning on Wednesday, December 2, the Wednesday healing service will be held in the Conference Room and will continue 

there for the winter months.  Please note that there will be no Wednesday service on December 30.  The readings for Wednesday 

healing services are those cited Lesser Feasts and Fasts (LFF) as the commemoration for that day or a day earlier in the week (dates 

in parentheses are the actual day of commemoration), or they are LFFõs weekday reading of the season.  When there is no 

commemoration on the calendar the readings are chosen to relate to the theme of healing. 
 

Wednesday, December  2:   Channing Moore Williams  

Wednesday, December  9:   Ambrose, Bishop of Milan (December 7) 

Wednesday, December 16:  Wednesday of 3 Advent 

Wednesday, December 23:  Wednesday of 4 Advent 

  Wednesday, December 30:  No service 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry                                                       12:30 PM, Wednesdays with a brown bag lunch 

                                     Also, the first Sunday of each month after the 10:30 service 
We have created and given more than fifty shawls that were presented at the altar and given to recipients, not just with the 

prayers of the knitter, but the prayers of the whole congregation. You need not be an expert knitter -- in fact this could be an 

opportunity for you to learn to knit or crochet.  You can also participate in this ministry by donating funds to purchase yarn, 

joining in our prayers, knitting from home, or suggesting someone who is in need of healing or comfort.  See Marie OõNeill for 

more information. 
 

Tuesdays:   Breakfast with the Gospels                       7:50 AM, December 1, 8, 15, January 4 

Conference Room 
The Book of Acts is currently the focus of our discussion which may range from Acts to the Old Testament to current events.  

There is no homework, but you are guaranteed to have a lot to think about when you get home.  We offer coffee and light 

breakfast foods but an even greater incentive is to be able to participate in the open, lively discussions led by Helen White and 

Dawn Stewart with participants from GE and other area churches.  
 

··· ··· ··· ··· ··· ··· ··· 
 

Worship Ministers for Christmas Services 
It is time for those of you who are worship ministers to begin thinking about which Christmas services you are planning to attend 

and when you like to serve.  Needed are readers, acolytes and chalice bearers for the 9 PM Christmas Eve service and the 9:30 

AM Christmas Day services.  Acolytes are also need for the 5 PM Christmas Eve service.  Please give your preferences to Fr. 

Thomas either by phone or e-mail:  215-248-4005, rector.graceepiphany@verizon.net. 
 

 

Helping Hands Needed 
There is a great deal of preparation needed to transform the church into the holiday festive setting for the Christmas season.  WE 

need volunteers to washing the glass globes, check the bows and ribbons and make windowsill decorations. We also need 

volunteers to set up our beautiful crèche.  All the work begins after church services on Sunday, December 19 and the tasks must 

be completed by Wednesday, December 23.  Please lend a hand!  The schedule for each activity will be finalized on Sunday, 

November 29 at the meeting of the Altar Guild.  We will post the schedule and invite each of you to sign up to help prepare for 

Christmas. 
 

                                                                                                                                    Evelyn G. Washington  

Be a Secret Santa 
If youõve been listening to the news, youõll know that people who have never needed to go to a neighborhood food cupboard are 

lining up now so their families will have enough to eat.  The most important gift you can give this Christmas is food for St. Vincentõs 

to hand out to our neighbors.  When you are food shopping, pick up a few extra items.   Baby formula and other baby foods are 

always welcome as are canned and boxed goods.  Place your donations in the boxes in the North Porch.  Letõs make sure the food 

baskets we bring to the altar are overflowing for the Christmas season. The food will be taken to St. Vincentõs in a timely fashion. 
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Children and Family Ministries for December 
 

The GE Childrenõs Choir                                                                            Following the 10:30 Service 

Children of all ages are welcome to sing with the Childrenõs Choir, which meets Sundays right after the 10:30 AM service. 
 

Sunday Christian Formation for Children                                                                                   9:30 AM 
Leaders:  Winnie Morrison, Mable Rivers, Beth Ten Have, Victoria Sicks, Mandel Smith, Jasmine Williams,  

and the Menõs Ministry 
During the Learning Hour for Christian Formation the younger children engage in our long-established Godly Play program. 

They enter imaginatively and actively into the great stories of the Bible and into the lives of people of faith.  Through listening, 

conversation, and artistic expression they òponder the stories in their heart,ó and make them their own.  The older children 

learn about the readings of that Sundayõs worship service, using the Living the Good News (LTGN) program, but the 

conversation often leads to the lesson rather than the lesson leading to the conversation.  

December  6 The Holy Family  

Godly Play, I and II:  
Living the Good News, Luke 3:1-6, God calls us to repentance and justice  

 

December 13 
 

Baking Cookies and Making a Jesse Tree - all ages: Adults invited, too! 

 

December 20 

Godly Play, I and II: The Shepherds/The Wise Men  

LTGN: Luke 1: 39-45 The Coming of the Messiah 

 

 

December 24 

 

5 PM Family Christmas Eve Service 

Children's Education will begin again on January 9 

 

··· ··· ··· ··· ··· ··· ··· ··· ··· 
 

Meatloaves Abound 
On Sunday, November 14, the young people of the parish gathered in the kitchen to share their time and their 

cooking gifts with families in need. They made 18 fat and juicy meatloaves for St. Vincentõs Soup Kitchen in 

Germantown. The older ones ð Jerome and Isabel and Jasmine - chopped vegetables and stirred them as they 

browned. òSquishingó the meat and veggies together was fun for all who wanted to get their hands into it. (With disposable 

gloves, of course!) Keira and Janie helped add in the breadcrumbs and spread marinara sauce on top. Jamie and Marsalis had 

òK.Pó duty at the sink and cleaned pots and utensils as we went along so the kitchen was clean for coffee hour after the 10:30 

service. 
 

Many thanks to Beth Ten Have for organizing this delicious project and to all the many hands that made the cooking quick and 

easy. Marie Oõ Neill delivered the meatloaves, once frozen, to St. Vincentõs and we thank her for helping us complete this act 

of ministry. 
 

This month ð Christmas cookies! 

 

··· ··· ··· ··· ··· ··· ··· ··· ··· 
 

 

 Make It a Warm Christmas 
At the suggestion of ECS, we have offered to provide bathrobes and slippers for 20 women at St. Barnabas 

Mission.  The sizes needed for the bathrobes are medium, large and extra large; for the slippers the sizes 

range from 5 to 10.  There is a box in Cline for your donations. 
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Prayer Corner 
We pray for the recovery of Theresa Hutty.  

 

We pray for the recovery of Mary Cuffey.  
 

We pray for the continuing recovery of Hazel Dunbar.  
 

We give thanks for the GE Altar Guildõs bright, autumnal 

decorations for the altar 
 

··· ··· ··· ··· ··· 
 

Election Day Meals 
Election Day Meals were successful in that the weather 

cooperated, the food was delicious, the people working at 

the polls were supportive and our Grace Epiphany 

volunteers were delightful company.  Although the voter 

turnout was low as was expected, the Church Family 

enjoyed the time exchanging stories and recipes.  The 

proceeds were $133 which went to Grace Epiphanyõs 

general fund.  We will continue the event so that we will 

be remembered in the community when voting time 

comes.  Thank you to everyone who participated: Barbara, 

Camille, Debbie, Dan, Lori, Mable, Marie, Merle, Michella, 

Nellie, Susan, Thomas and Zara.  

                                        Yvonne Andrews 

··· ··· ··· ··· ··· 
 

Music of the Virgin Mary Ancient Voices 
Pennõs Early Music Vocal Ensemble 

At GE, 8 PM, Saturday, December 5     
 

··· ··· ··· ··· ··· 
 

 

 
 

December Birthdays 
    7 Merle McCalla                20 Barbara Cospelich 

     Russell Kaller 21  21    Michael Sanders 

 Susan Sabin  22 Chiara Turner 

14 Julia Dunmore   23 Geoff Williams  

   16 Alexander Eldridge  25 Carol Hutty 

   17 Isaiah Burns, Sr.   27 Arnetha Thomas 

   18    Christopher Rivers         28 Jean MacKenzie   

29  Stephanie Daniel 
 

Please call the office, 215-248-2950, if your birthday 

has not been included in the monthly listing. 

 

  

 

 

Names in the News! 
Tim Spinner, Chef de Cuisine at Distrito, the 

popular West Philadelphia restaurant, was awarded the 

designation Iron Sous Chef on the Food Networkõs Iron 

Chef Challenge shown November 22.  Tim was part of a 

team working under Chef Jose Garces which overcame a 

series of challenges in which Chef Garces came out on top 

to win the designation Iron Chef.   

 

··· ··· ··· ··· 
 

 

Shopping Night for Timbuktu 
5:30 ð 8:30 PM, Tuesday, December 1 

Ten Thousand Villages is offering us a wonderful 

opportunity to raise money for the teacher we are 

supporting in Timbuktu.  On that night, 15% of all sales at 

the shop at 8331 Germantown Avenue will be donated to 

our outreach programs, especially for Timbuktu.   Please 

come and bring your friends! 
 

 

··· ··· ··· ··· ··· 
 

 

 

 

Altar Guild Report 
The Altar Guild purchased five additional card tables which 

bring the total to 20.  Our goal is to reach 25 tables to 

support our card party luncheon on Saturday, April 17, 2010 

(please put this on your calendar). We are now preparing 

for Advent, which is approaching.  We will do our part to 

help make this season enjoyable with our church decorating 

and other services. 
 

                                                     Yvonne Andrews 
 

··· ··· ··· ··· ··· 
 

 

  

 
 

 

Diversity Luncheon Report 
The Men of G.E. thanks everyone who attended and shared 

a dish at our annual diversity potluck luncheon. A special 

thanks to Evelyn Washington who keeps us on the proper 

trail -- it takes a special lady to work with us òknuckle-

heads.ó  Jonathan and Jeremy took charge of setting up for 

the luncheon so the òold menó could take it easy.  We are 

all looking forward to next year. 
 

                                                   Earl Williams 
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The Cadillac of Bike Rides 
People ask me how Alex Eldridge and I manage to ride our 

bikes some 150 miles from Cherry Hill to Ocean City, NJ, 

and return each fall in the MS150 to raise money for the 

Multiple Sclerosis Society.  
   

We ride as members of the Church Mice Bicycle Club, 

which exists solely for this ride.  We car pool to the start, 

ride together or allow the slower member (me), to catch up 

at rest stops and stay together in an Ocean City house, the 

use of which is donated to our use as a contribution. 
 

Of course South Jersey is nearly flat so there are no 

significant hills with the exception of the two bridges over 

the inlets to the bay that loom up before us as we are 

reaching Ocean City. The worst part regarding them is that 

winds are often quite strong, once blowing one of our team 

members to the ground! 
 

The MS Society provides great support with 1500 

volunteers. Our baggage is transported by truck.  There are 

five rest stops with snacks, drinks, fruit and friendly 

volunteers to serve them. Lunch includes a broiled chicken 

sandwich (for seven thousand riders!).  There is music at 

every rest stop and sometimes dancing.  (A special memory 

is of Ralph Allen dancing at one.) The route is nearly all on 

back roads requiring many turns, each with signs before 

announcing it, a volunteer to point the way and warn of 

oncoming traffic, police at major intersections, and with 

7000 riders some are always in sight so it is hard to 

get lost. At each rest stop a bike shop has a repair shop set up 

and there are also roving mechanics.  There are SAG wagons 

for those in difficulty (a school bus for the rider and a truck 

behind for the bike).  Motorcycle club members patrol the 

route and will give you a tube to repair a flat tire and even have 

air pumps on the motorcycles to inflate your tire!  We are 

served Saturday supper and Sunday breakfast in Ocean City and 

for those of us who raise a certain amount of money, a free 

massage at each end.  
 

But over and above all of that the MS150 is a festive occasion 

with housewives in a chorus line at one rest stop, an 

overweight man in a grass skirt with a bone in his nose rattling 

a milk jug containing stones to welcome us at another. At the 

rest stops we can leave our bikes anywhere with no thought 

for security.  Along the way families are on in front of their 

houses applauding and as we reach the finish line on each end 

there is a crowd cheering us in.  There is our team camaraderie 

and the exhilaration of being in a large crowd doing something 

positive.  And there are the nice notes that people often 

enclose with their donation.  Above all there is the gratitude of 

those struggling with the disease for whom I ride. 
 

We are looking for recruits for next yearõs ride which takes 

place on the weekend of September 25 and 26.  Join us! 
 

                                                          Jack Shepherd 

 

··· ··· ··· ··· ··· ··· ··· ··· ······ ··· ··· ···  
 

GE at Diocese of Pennsylvania Convention 
My Mom (Marie OõNeill), Nellie Johnson and I boarded the 

train in at 6:50 AM on Saturday, November 14, headed for 

the annual Diocesan Convention which was being held for 

the first time at the Convention Center. We wanted to 

arrive early enough to have our table set up so that the 

convention delegates could get a chance to see our good 

works before their meetings started. My Mom had done 

several test packs and was able to put all our wares and 

information into two rolling carry-on bags and one large 

Chico bag. The Convention Center was a great location as 

we were able to take an elevator from the platform level to 

the street, then street level to the bridge level of the 

Convention Center. We rolled right into our table around 

7:20 AM. 
 

We displayed many photos of Grace Epiphanyõs most recent 

outreach activities, such as St. Vincentõs Food Cupboard, 

Ronald McDonald House, Naomi House, the Bookwell and 

Northwest Interfaith Hospitality.  

 

Our centerpiece was a DVD presentation of TurtleWill and 

the people of Mali whom we are helping by supporting the 

salary of one of their school teachers.  We also had a supply 

of the Chico bags and Equal Exchange coffee on hand for sale 

ð these sales help support our outreach efforts. 
 

The early morning rush went well and there was a lull when I 

got to look around at the other exhibits. There were several 

seminaries and theological societies; it appeared that Grace 

Epiphany was one of the few church exhibitors.  
 

The Convention scheduled mid-morning break for the 

delegates which gave them time to view the exhibits. 

Fortunately our reinforcements arrived just in time for the 

crush.  Brenda English, Emmy and Harold Starr and Zara 

Roberts came in for the late morning shift.  While they were 

there they talked with a former Peace Corps worker who will 

be visiting Timbuktu in the New Year. 

                                                             Susan OõNeill 
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Christmas On A Multi-Ethnic Street 

I will look for Christmas displays on Gowen Avenue with 

considerable interest again this year.  Itõs a tricky area.   How 

are we to proclaim our faith in a thoroughly integrated 

neighborhood?  We could celebrate Hanukkah (begins this year 

on December 11), Kwanzaa on December 26, the Chinese 

New Year (the second full moon after the winter solstice), the 

Islamic Al Hejira on December 18, and, of course, Christmas.  

(The Hare Krishnas on West Allen Lane are out of range.) 
 

Unlike the all-inclusive stars and stripes which are displayed on 

our street, can Christmas symbols be perceived as 

exclusionary?  One of my Jewish friends spent part of 

December one year driving up and down streets scouting out 

Christmas trees.  She wanted to find a neighborhood, one 

without too many signs of Christmas, for a father seeking a new 

home in retirement.  She felt that her father would be most 

comfortable in a setting with Jewish neighbors.  Would a 

Christmas-tree-rich neighborhood have signaled an unfriendly 

culture for a Jewish retiree?  It could.  
 

I have been a witness to holiday cultural wars.  We had an 

interesting confrontation in the apartment house where my 

office was located.  One day the table in the lobby held a 

menorah.  The next day a Christmas tree appeared on the 

tabletop with the menorah placed under the table.  After 

several alternating days, the menorah was allowed its place on 

top until all the candles were lit.  It was then removed and the 

little Christmas tree took its place.  The next year we had a 

lighted, not-very-large Plexiglas menorah beside a vase of holly 

and red ribbons.  The strange arrangement brought peace.   

 

Inside our office, all was not well:  The kind old gentleman who 

cleaned the office had for years brought down from a top shelf a 

fourteen-inch illuminated celluloid Santa that blinked on and off.  

Next to it, in a gesture to ecumenism (assuming that todayõs 

Santa represents Christianity) was a four-inch-tall wooden 

menorah with birthday-cake candles.  The display managed for 

several years to offend absolutely everyone until I hid it.  Some 

misguided person found Santa, and put him back on display, dirty 

but still blinking.  Our Jewish component probably considers this 

Santa too disreputable to require an answer. 
 

How careful should I be not to offend on my street?  It may be 

that a sleigh with eight reindeer perched on the roof is over the 

top (pardon the expression) in a multi-faith neighborhood of 

professional people, especially if one of the reindeers has a red 

nose and the accompanying song is unrelenting.  Yes, I recognize 

itõs not a profound Christian symbol, not worth fighting for.  

There is no question that, even without a specific authorization 

from the Supreme Court, I can legally display a crèche in front of 

my home, but does a floodlit blue-eyed Christ Child really 

represent us in a street of different skin tones?  You will 

probably not see symbols of any kind at my address.  I donõt do 

well with extension cords or ladders and have never hung a 

wreath that would stay in place.  I will not be making a 

statement.  Itõs simple ineptitude.   
 

It could be said that any Christmas display at my house,  

other than the indoor Christmas tree, is superfluous.   

Almost within my line of sight, as a parishioner living on 

Gowen Avenue, is a beautiful representation of our 

Christianity:  Grace Epiphany Church. 
 

                                                               Carol Faris 
 

··· ··· ··· ··· ··· ··· ··· ······ ··· ··· ··· 
 

 

 

 

 

Green Tip #18 

Stop Smoking: Save Your Health and the Health of Planet Earth 
Approximately 5.5 trillion cigarettes are produced each year. Thatõs around 900 cigarettes for each person on the planet. Here are 

some reasons to quit smoking for the environment: 

 Nearly 600 million trees are destroyed annually to dry and cure tobacco leaves (thatõs one tree for every 300 cigarettes);  

 Four miles of paper an hour are used to wrap and package cigarettes;  

 At least 22 million net tons of CO2 are produced in the atmosphere (roughly equivalent to burning 2.8 billion gallons of 

gasoline);  
In 2007, one third of the trash related items collected on beaches worldwide came from smokers. 
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Itõs Always Something! 
Here is a list of the work that has been completed and expenses incurred on the GE building complex last month: 

 

 Vanõs Lock repaired the broken lock on the exterior doors at the entrance to the Cline Foyer:                     $132.50 

 Exterior lighting fixtures were ordered to replace those that were vandalized at the entrance to the Cline  

 Foyer and the entrance to the Memorial room:                                                                                           $580 

 Apple Roofing cleaned the gutters and downspouts:                                                                                     $525 

 Our monthly utility bills were:                                                                        

Oil          $865         Gas      $353 

Electric    $737         Water/Sewer   $174 
 

Our building and property projects for December are: 

 Installation of the new exterior lights 

 Choosing color(s) in anticipation of contracting for the painting of the area around the stage and the kitchen doors.   

 Finalizing The Big Backyard renewal of its existing lease and new lease for the vacant space.  The documents are 

currently with a lawyer recommended by the diocese for final review on insurance and liability issues. 

 Preparing the building and sanctuary for the holidaysñdeep cleaning of the floors in Cline and the church, bringing the 

decorations up from the basement, set up the crèche table in the church and hanging the wreaths both inside and 

outside of the church 
                                                                                                                                                                           Lori Sutherland 

 

··· ··· ··· ··· ··· ··· ··· ······ ··· ··· ··· 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Taking Care of the Property 
We are blessed with many members who notice things that need to be repaired or improved on the church property, and 

sometimes some of them just quietly take care of it themselves, not expecting recognition or thanks.  We are thankful to have 

such sharp eyes and willing hands to supplement the efforts of the staff to keep our buildings safe and in good repair. 
 

The Vestry and the Rector believe there should be a more orderly system for making decisions as to what changes are to be 

made to the buildings, both the interior and exterior.  We therefore ask that parishioners use the following procedure to bring 

building matters to the attention of the staff. 

 Please submit all proposals in writing to Fr. Thomas or Lori Sutherland. 

 Proposals should include: 

o A clear description of what needs to be done  

o The reason why it needs to be done (for instance, safety, preservation, aesthetic appeal, etc.)  

o The estimated cost of the change, if known  

o How the project will be funded:  Will the materials be donated? Is funding apart from the churchõs operating 

budget is available? Will funding be solicited; is volunteer implementation of the project is possible? 

 No independent action to implement the change should be taken until the staff and, if necessary, the Vestry, has been 

able to review the proposal. 

 The staff will respond to the proposer of the change as soon as possible to solicit more details and to give a sense of 

how the decision will unfold.  This procedure will allow the staff to prioritize and schedule repairs and improvements to 

fit within larger strategic plans for the property, to allow the Vestry its proper role of oversight when called for, and to 

better manage the buildings and grounds budget. 
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               Grace Epiphany Church  

224 East Gowen Avenue 

Philadelphia, PA  19119 

 
 Our mission is to open our hearts, minds and church to all people so that we all might  

 come closer to God, and that we may be enriched by each other's prayers and presence. 
  

  SUNDAY SERVICES        

   8:00 AM Holy Eucharist 

                                            10:30 AM Holy Eucharist and Church School  

                                              One service only at 9:30 AM on each fifth Sunday  

 

HOW TO REACH US     Parish Office Hours:  Monday through Thursday 10 AM ð 3PM 

                                             Office Phone:  (215) 248-2950   Fax:  (215) 753-0354  

                                             Web:  grace-epi.org  

                                             E-mail: graceepiphany@verizon.net   
 

E-mail us ñWeõd love to hear from you!  
 

× × × × × × × × × × × × × × × × × × 
 

RECTOR   

   The Rev. Thomas Eoyang, Jr.  
   rector.graceepiphany@verizon.net    

    

   PARISH ADMINISTRATOR   

      Lori Sutherland  
   graceepiphany@verizon.net                                                                                   
  

         RECTORõS WARDEN   

   Victoria Sicks  
          

         DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 

   Nicholas Fennig 

   nfennig1@gmail.com 
 

SEXTON   

   Dan Finn  

 

Many Gifts, One Spirit, 2010 
 

 

 

If you havenõt pledged, please consider doing so now so the Vestry knows what resources is has for 2010 to keep the lights 

shining, the doors open and the welcome warm. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - -- - - - - - -- - - - - -- - -- - - - - - --- - -  

To Grace Epiphany Church, 224 E. Gowen Avenue, Philadelphia, PA  19119  

As a steward of Godõs gifts and in gratitude for all His blessings and for the work of my Parish, Diocese and National Church  

it is my intention in the year 2010 to give Grace Epiphany Church the amount listed below.  (I understand this pledge is good 

unless I notify the treasurer of a change or cancellation.)   
 

(Please fill in only one amount)       $_____ per week;     $_____ per month;       $_____ per year. 

Date payments will start:  ____________________________________________________ 

Signature  ___________________________________________ Date:  _______________ 

Name  (please print)_________________________________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________________________ 

I would like envelopes   Yes  _____     No  _____      I would like a call from the Rector______ 
 

Thank you for your support! 

 


