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GE Closed, New Yearõs Day 

Friday, January 1 
··· 

Festival of 

Lesson & Carols 
4 PM, Sunday, January 3 

··· 
Vestry Meeting 

after the 10:30 service 

Sunday, January 17 

··· 
GE is Closed, MLK Day 

Monday, January 18 

··· 
Annual Parish Meeting 

after the 10:30 service 

Sunday, January 24  

··· 
Fifth Sunday 

one combined service  

at 9:30 AM, January 31 

··· 
GE Menõs Meetings 
after the 9:30 service 

January 31  

after the 10:30 service 

February 28 

··· 
GE is Closed  

Presidentõs Day 

Monday, February 15 

··· 
Pancake Supper 

5:30-7:30 PM 

 Tuesday, February 16 
··· 

Ash Wednesday Services 

 Noon & 7 PM, February 17 

 

 

Offering Our Greatest Gift 
These days, when I eat at a Chinese restaurant, I notice not only that there are many non-

Chinese using chopsticks as well as I do, but also that a good number of the families are of 

mixed race, with their Eurasian children being just as cheerful and unruly as any other 

òAmericanó children.  My clear and binary sense of otherness, developed over a lifetime of 

living in an overtly racist society, has had to adjust in the past few years to a more 

complex reality on the ground.  
 

One cannot be a member of Grace Epiphany, either, and fail to see that the realities of 

race have become more complicated on the level of individual lives.  We have biracial 

families, both biological and by adoption.  Looking more broadly at society, we not only 

see African-Americans as secretaries of state and attorneys general, but our famously 

biracial president has, just by his being, made the terms of the conversation about race 

necessarily more nuanced, necessarily more difficult to conduct in a simplistic, binary 

wayñblack or white, white or yellow.  Immigration, racial intermarriage, the fact that many 

families of color have been here for generations while others arrived last year, and the 

racial integration of some aspects of our society, are rendering simple identity politics a 

more and more clumsy tool to deal with our ongoing problems. 
 

Many people would like the conversation about race to go away altogether.  òColor 

doesnõt matter to me.  Weõre all just people!ó some say, with all sincerity.  òWhy canõt we 

all just get along?ó others say, echoing Rodney King.  Some would argue that an African 

American president proves that we have no more òongoing problems,ó despite the fact 

that people of color are vastly over-represented among our fellow citizens living in 

poverty and hopelessness across the land. 
  

My work in seminary, where antiracism was foundational to the entire curriculum, and my 

work on the Antiracism Commission of our diocese, both lead to my conviction that the 

conversation will not go away, and must not go away until we have actually eradicated 

systemic racism from our society.  That is the stated purpose of the Antiracism 

Commission: to energize the Diocese of Pennsylvania not just to be a tolerant and 

accepting church community, but to be an active force for dismantling racism in both 

church and society. 
 

All of this was brought home forcefully to me once again by the recent reports of violence 

between African-American and Asian-American students in South Philadelphia High 

School.  Not knowing as many details of this situation as I ought, I cannot make any helpful 

comment other than to say I am not in the least bit surprised that a situation like this 

could occur. 
 

Unfortunately, attention must still be paid to the vexing problem of race in the United 

States, and I believe attention must particularly be paid by those of us who are the body of 

Christ.  That is why I am thrilled that two Grace Epiphany parishioners have decided to 

participate in our diocesan antiracism efforts: Victoria Sicks recently joined me on the 

Antiracism Commission, and Jill Mathis is a member of the related body, the Antiracism 

Team.  Iõve often said that Grace Epiphanyõs racial diversity is a gift.  Speaking more plainly 

I now say that itõs not simply a gift for us to delight in; itõs a gift we must share with the 

wider diocese.  It is a gift we must offer up by being part of the conversation about raceñ

with each other and with the others in our livesñso that we can be part of the racial 

healing so desperately needed by our church, our city and this region. 

                                                                                                     Fr. Thomas 



 

                                    Helping Other Help Themselves 

As Dawn Stewart noted last year, the forty days of Lent are an opportunity for those of us who are baptized 

to take a serious look at our discipleship.  This is the time to prepare to recommit ourselves to following 

Jesus with the renewal of our baptismal vows at Easter.  Almsgiving, special attention to sharing our resources 

with those who have fewer resources, fasting, prayer, scripture study and going beyond the normal 

expectations for caring have long been Lenten disciplines we use to draw us into deeper commitment and greater awareness of 

the presence of God.  Simplifying our lifestyle has been a part of Lent for centuries.  Some of us grew up without meat, eggs, 

butter and desserts or other treats during Lent.  That made the breaking of the fast with an Easter feast (and the candy in the 

Easter basket!) even more memorable. 
 

 For many people in the world, especially children, who seldom have meat or eggs or even milk on their table, the whole year is 

an involuntary time of fasting.  Our own alms giving this Lent can enrich the lives of hungry families around the world through 

our offerings to Heifer Project International.  This philanthropic organization serves people all around the world with gifts of 

heifers, goats, water buffalo, llamas, sheep, chicken, ducks and geese, pigs, rabbits and bees so that they have a source of 

nutrition and extra income in their own backyard.  Offering boxes and coin folders will be available for your Lenten offerings.  

Take this time of Lent to simplify and reorder your priorities to share with others who have barely enough for survival.  Your 

fasting need not be a denial, but a way to share.  We fill our Easter baskets with eggs, signs of new life, but you have the 

opportunity by making a gift to Heifer International to give a family a real Basket of Hope filled with live rabbits and chickens 

that can be a new source of economic independence  

hhh hhh hhh 
 

                                The Gift of Beauty 
We are most grateful for the generous donors of Altar Flowers throughout the year especially since the cost of 

flowers is not included in GEõs budget.  Donors select a Sunday to provide flowers in memory of loved ones or 

in celebration of anniversaries, birthdays, graduations and other occasions.  The donor book is in Cline 

Auditorium on the table near the kitchen.  Checks are paid directly to the church office at the end of the month in which the 

Sunday is selected.  The cost is $20 if sharing and $40 if not sharing.  In the memo of the check please indicate òAltar Flowersó.  

Evelyn Washington reports that these are the donors of flowers for the altar in 2009: 
 

Pat Beckett  Michelle & Gilbert   Vivian Ray 

Jonatas Calixte                 Ferblantier                          George & Zara Roberts 

Susan DuBois    Gwen Henderson  Victoria Sicks 

Julia Dunmore                          Hal & Lucia Horning  Carol Smith 

Brenda English   Theresa Hutty   Pam Smith 

The Rev. Thomas Eoyang  Kristen Kreamer   Ouima Snowden 

Carol Faris    Susan OõNeill   Harold & Emmy Starr 

Nick Fennig   Robert Powell   Nathaniel & Evelyn Washington 

                                                  Earl Williams 

hhh hhh hhh 

 

   

   Photo by Emmy Starr 

 

10,000 Villages in Chestnut Hill was the site of a fundraiser 

sponsored by GEõs outreach team in early December.  The 

shop gave GE $212, a percentage of the eveningõs sales.  This 

was a substantial increase over last yearõs $150 contribution.  

Members of the outreach team (l. to r.) Susan OõNeill, Evelyn 

Washington and Marie OõNeill were grateful to Carol Smith, 

one of a number of GE congregants who turned out for the 

event.  A report from one of the outreach projects, supporting 

a teacher in a school in Timbuktu, Mali, gives encouraging 

news for the year 2008-2009.  The students, who all come 

from nomadic Tuareg families, did extremely well.  There are 

49 students in Grade one (29 boys and, 20 girls) with 44 

passing.  In Grade Two there are 36 students (19 boys and 

14 girls) with 33 passing ð altogether 90% passed.  

TurtleWill, the foundation which funds the schools, reports it 

will add a third classroom as soon as the rain stops. 
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  January & February Calendar for Adults 
 

 

Adult Learning Opportunities 

Adult Forum                                                                     Sundays, 9:30 ð 10:15 AM, Conference Room  

Epiphany and Lent: Exploring Episcopal Identity 

For nine weeks beginning January 17 and running through the last Sunday of Lent (excluding January 31, which is a fifth 

Sunday) we will discuss the document Around One Table: Exploring Episcopal Identity.  Based on a study called the Episcopal 

Identity Project (EIP), Around One Table focuses on 23 identity òthemesó that emerged from a survey of Episcopalians in all 

orders of ministry (lay and ordained.)  The report explores such questions as òWhat, in the words and thoughts of 

Episcopalians themselves, does it mean to be the Episcopal Church?ó  òWhat do leaders and members of the Episcopal 

Church consider the core of who they are as a collective body?ó 
 

In these times when the Episcopal Church seems to be under attack both from within and also from some of our sister 

churches in the Anglican Communion, it may be useful for all of us, including those of us at Grace Epiphany, to explore what 

we think it means to be an Episcopalian.  Certainly our responses to these questions, while not providing definitive or 

prescriptive answers, will be an important part of our own self-understanding and identity, which in turn will be important 

to discovering how we are called to move forward as a parish church. 
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry                                                  12:30 PM, Wednesdays with a brown bag lunch 

                                  Also, the first Sunday of each month after the 10:30 service  
We have created and given more than fifty shawls that are presented at the altar and given to recipients, not just with the 

prayers of the knitter, but the prayers of the whole congregation. You need not be an expert knitter--in fact this could be  

an opportunity to learn to knit or crochet.  You can also participate in this ministry by donating funds to purchase yarn,  

joining in our prayers, knitting from home, or suggesting someone who is in need of healing or comfort.  See Marie OõNeill  

for more information.  
 

In the Diocese 
Absalom Jones Celebration Service 9:30 AM                                            Noon,  Saturday February 13 

                                             Philadelphia Cathedral, 38th St. between Chestnut and Market Sts 

This annual Diocesan event celebrates the life and extraordinary contributions of Absalom Jones, the first African American 

priest in the Episcopal Church. There will be special music at 9:30 AM.  Celebration of the Holy Eucharist begins at 10 AM. 

For more information call 2150386-0234, ext. 104.   

 

A Conference on Christian Stewardship                                            8:30 AM-Noon Saturday, January 30 

Trinity Church, Ambler 
Sponsored by the Stewardship Committee of the Diocese of Pennsylvania, this conference seeks to gather parish lay leaders 

(and clergy) who are enthusiastic about Stewardship or involved in leading and developing Stewardship as a Christian practice. 

At this conference, you will have the opportunity to: 

 Meet lay people from other parishes who care about Stewardship 

 Share and hear experiences about the spiritual practice of Stewardship on the personal and corporate level 

 Study scripture together and explore the theology of Stewardship 

 Share and hear practical approaches to developing Stewardship in the parish 

8:30 AM: refreshments and sign-in; 9 AM ð Noon: program 

Please register to attend by contacting Tom Pumphrey at 610-688-7947, ext 218 or at tpumphrey@stdavidschurch.org. 

hhhhhhh 
The Spiritual Growth Resources Committee (SGRC) of the Diocese of Pennsylvania is offering a number of 

Saturday events for both individuals and parishes. They are: 
For Lent:            February 20, 2010       Pathways to Prayer at St. Mary's, Wayne 

                           March 20, 2010           A Day of Quiet Reflection at Trinity Church, Ambler 

For Eastertide:  April 24, 2010             A Day of Quiet Reflection at Church of the Holy Spirit, Harleysville.         

For more information contact Diane Powell at dianepowell@verizon.net. 
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January & February Calendar for        

 Children & Family Ministries 
 

Sunday Christian Formation for Children                                                                                   9:30 AM 

Leaders:  Winnie Morrison, Mable Rivers, Beth Ten Have, Victoria Sicks, Mandel Smith,  

                                                                                                  Jasmine Williams, and the Menõs Ministry 
During the Learning Hour for Christian Formation the younger children engage in our long-established Godly Play program. 

They enter imaginatively and actively into the great stories of the Bible and into the lives of people of faith.  Through listening, 

conversation, and artistic expression they òponder the stories in their heart,ó and make them their own.  The older children 

learn about the readings of that Sundayõs worship service, using the Living the Good News program, but the conversation often 

leads to the lesson rather than the lesson leading to the conversation. 

 
 Focus Godly Play 1 & 2 Good News Group 

(The Glories) 

January  3 Epiphany Epiphany Who does John say Jesus is? 

January 10 Epiphany Holy Baptism John baptizes Jesus 

January 17 Epiphany The Good Shepherd The Glory of Jesus 

January 24 Epiphany The Good Samaritan The Body of Christ 

January 31 Epiphany One-service - Parish meeting Games in the Nursery 

February  7 Epiphany The Great Pearl An Invitation to Follow 

February 14 Transfiguration  

Sunday:                                     Valentine's Day project for all ages 

February 21 Lent Parable Enrichment Lesson 
 

Trip to Cathedral 

February 28 Lent Helping Hands Sunday - Spaghetti Sauce for St. Vincentõs 
 

hh hhh hh 
Childrenõs Ministry 

Please come for a lunch meet ing  
on Sunday, January 11  

immediately following the 10:30 service  
in the small meeting room  

This meeting is open to everyone.  We are all teachers.  Whether trained or not, we have something special to share with the 

children in the GE community ð and that is part of the Baptismal Covenant we also share.  The agenda includes the current 

curriculum, Awesome Weekend, Godly Play training, field trips and, in planning for next fall, recruiting new teachers and 

confirmation at GE.  

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Alleluia Banner To Be Buried 
On Transfiguration Sunday, February 14, the 

last Sunday before Lent, we will sing and say 

our last òAlleluiasó until Easter Sunday.  The 

children will help make this a reality by 

taking down the Alleluia banner and putting 

it away in a safe place until we will see it 

once more at our Easter celebration. 

··· 
Photo ID Policy 

At the request of several GE parents, 

children in photos in this newsletter will be 

identified by their first names only.  
 

 

 

 
 

 
Mandel Smith watches 

Jennifer, Marlo and Grant 

decorate cookies in the GE 

kitchen a few weeks before 

Christmas.  Each child was 

allowed to select the 

recipients of their work.     
Photo by Victoria Sicks 
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A Specific Character Trait:  òHumility-challengedó 
Itõs me, the humility-challenged one.  Doing justice, loving 

mercy ð no problem.  Or do you already sense, in my 

saying that, that there is indeed a problem here?  With 

these two preliminary elements partially unfulfilled but 

acknowledged, the difficult part is walking humbly with 

my God.  Letõs assume that God is always within me, 

before me, beside me.  That undoubtedly means that I 

need to be humble all the time.  Itõs not easy.   
      

From babyhood I was a control freak.  I have been told 

that even before I could talk I was rearranging the 

contents of the kitchen, distributing portable objects 

throughout the house.  Onions belonged in my fatherõs 

slippers.  A cabbage looked good behind the living room 

curtains.  It was an important part of my mission to hide 

the can opener, regularly.  Fortunately I understood 

enough language to be able to retrieve lost objects on 

demand.  And, to my credit, I never demanded any kind 

of ransom for treasures that I relinquished.  Finding a 

control mechanism that doesnõt involve screaming is not 

easy for a toddler. 
      

After the funeral of my beloved younger brother my 

sister and I were returned to our home where the 

extended family was waiting for us.  Always in charge of 

the situation, I entered the room saying, òEverything will 

be all right.ó  It was not, of course, all right and I am 

grateful my family embraced the eight-year-old me rather 

than pointing this out. 
      

I grew up, one of three clergy children in a town 

introduced on the highway sign as ò5,000 friendly 

people.ó  They were certainly friendly to us.  When an 

award for òbest citizenó was announced in the school 

assembly I knew without listening that I was the one.  

When a reliable little girl was needed to distribute the 

government-supplied free milk from class to class, I knew  

 
Āāā  Āāā   

there was no question that the little reliable person 

would be Carol.  Whenever a pianist was needed for a 

local funeral I was dismissed from class and driven to 

the site.   
 

Inevitably the time came when I could no longer rely on 

my credentials as a daughter of one of the townõs 

respected clergymen.  Surviving without constant 

approval was difficult.  When my first college class met, 

I remember walking into the large room where many 

freshmen were already seated.  No one turned to smile, 

and my unspoken reaction was òDonõt you know who I 

am?ó  In fact, they didnõt.   
      

Not that there havenõt been numerous occasions when 

I was in humiliating situations, often in church.  I can be 

counted on to blurt out at least one loud òAlleluiaó 

during Lent. In the days when we dressed more formally 

to attend church, my hat fell off regularly; I could never 

find more than one white glove.  One Sunday, decades 

ago, a garter gave way, not able to withstand the strain 

of kneeling.  One stocking slithered to the floor.  I 

pretended that no one saw me remove my other 

stocking while sitting in the front of the church.  I have 

crept on hands and knees along the far aisle looking for 

a son who had escaped by crawling under the pews.  In 

each case I emerged relatively unbowed.   
      

Given the inevitable humbling aspects of aging, I no 

longer wish to expend energy in seeking humility.  It will 

come to me.  Were you in church the Sunday when, 

rushing to get to my pew before the choir processed, I 

stumbled, falling full length in the aisle?  Full prostration 

is considered appropriate for Good Friday.  My 

unintended full forward fall was on Palm Sunday.  It is 

now the case that humiliation is coming more regularly 

to me, unbidden. 

                                                  Carol Faris 
Āāā  Āāā 

 

Photo by Harold Starr 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Members of GEõs new greeting team, who were commissioned in 

late November, are shown here with The Rev. Thomas Eoyang  

(l. to r.) Emmy Starr, Jonatas Calixte, Barbara Lightfoot, Evelyn 

Washington and Susan OõNeill.  A member of the team not in the 

photo is Velma Navalo. The teamõs ministry is to focus on the 

needs, questions, and interests of newcomers and visitors, making 

them feel welcome, recognized, as connected as they wish to be to 

Grace Epiphany. 
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Prayer Corner 
We pray for the recovery of Carol Grayson.  

 

We pray for the soul of Rowena Joyce Spivey-Brown 

who died December 13, 2009.   She was the mother of 

former GE parishioner, Rosalyn Cooper.  A memorial 

service was held at GE on Monday, December 21. 
 

We give thanks for Jack Shepherd who built a stable to 

make GEõs nativity scene complete for The Christmas Eve  

Childrenõs Service. 

___________________ 

 

 

 
 

 

Green Tips # 19 & 20 
Use A Power Strip, Take Charge! 

Did you know that most appliances still pull energy while in 

standby?  Microwaves, televisions, receivers, laptops and 

chargers are among the usual culprits.  The Department of 

Energy states that phantom loads account for 5% to 10% of 

household electricity consumption.  Use power strips to cut 

off these energy suckers and prevent wasted resources.  

There are even Smart Strips available with different plug 

settings that cut off power using an auto-timer.   
 

Here is an incentive for recyling:  Jeff Harbison, Township 

Commissioner, reports that Springfield Township pays $63 

per ton to get rid of trash and gets paid $12.23 per ton for 

its recycling.  As he says, if you are not fully recycling, you 

are wasting our taxpayer dollars.  

___________________ 

 
 

 
 

January Birthdays 
  2   Zara Roberts               25   Yvonne Andrews 
10   Gwen Lewis                 28   Victoria Mason- Ailey 

17   Ralph Sealy                   30   Fred Brown 

21   Allan Ailey                          Matthew Sabin 

22   Jennifer Ailey                      Maya Sabin 

      Pamela Smith  

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Get Ready for Those Pancakes! 
5:30 ð 7 PM, Shrove Tuesday February 16, 2009 

Children $3, Adults $7 

Volunteer Now! 
Our annual pancake supper comes a little early this year:  

Tuesday, February 16.  As in the past, lots and lots of 

volunteers are needed to continue with this successful 

endeavor. There will be a sign-up sheet in Cline on the 

bulletin board outside the kitchen or you may see me 

personally.  (I will be contacting the usual suspects).  People 

are needed for the following positions:   set-up (9 AM 

Tuesday morning), cooks, cashiers, batter mixers, kitchen 

runners, servers, floor monitors, dishwashers, clean-up crew 

and, last but not least, eaters (you need not sign up, just 

come out and enjoy).  Come with your Sweetie for a late 

Valentineõs rendezvous, come with your kids, come with your 

mother-in-law or come by yourself, but come! 

                                                             Debbie Taylor 

___________________ 

 

 
 

 

 

 

The Third Annual Epiphany Lessons & Carols 
4 PM Sunday, January 3 

Featuring the Grace Epiphany Choir and guest soloists. The 

music includes selections by Franck, Darke, Bach, Leighton, 

and Buxtehude.  Come and bring your friends! 

___________________ 

 

 Remember the Hungry 
If you are wondering when you should bring some canned 

goods or baby formula to GE for St. Vincentõs Food pantry 

the answer is any time ð why not this Sunday? 

___________________ 

 

 

 
 

February Birthdays 
 

      5   Catherine Ellis                19   Patricia Robinson-Burns        

           Jamie Smith                    22   Dorothy Leiper 

 8   Peter Morrison              23   Cole Williams       

12   Jerome Smith                24   Lauren Sealy 

13   Winsome Morrison       25   Beatrice Polk 

Please call the office, 215-248-2950, 

if your birthday has not been included in the monthly listing.   
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Th ings  
 

Some years ago a newspaper article informed us of a 

devastating fire in the New York apartment of the then 

88-year-old bandleader, Lionel Hampton. 
 

Because of a toppled halogen lamp the bed was on fire.  

òThere was no time to decide what to take:  the 

vibraphone, the baby grand, two drum sets, the 

records, his big band arrangements, the pictures and 

handwritten notes from seven presidents, starting with 

Harry Truman, the portraits of his late wife and the 

grandmother who reared him,ó wrote the reporter in 

the Philadelphia Inquirer.  His secretary and his 

housekeeper grabbed him under his arms and, without 

stopping for his wheelchair, dragged him to the elevator 

and out of the building.  òGod allowed us to forget 

everythingõ said the housekeeper, Daphne Reid, 

ôbecause if we had stopped to think, the smoke would 

have got us.õ ó 
 

Interviewed later after receiving an award at the White 

House in a donated suit he said,  òIõm coming back 

stronger,ó  òIõm coming back.ó 
 

Christmastime is a good time to think about things, 

things that we buy, things that we own, things that we 

work hard to obtain and are so important to us.   
 

One day the man who had bought a $20,000 coat with 

a credit card was being interviewed by Oprah.  òDo you 

have the money to pay for it?ó  òNo.ó  òThen why did 

you buy it?ó  òI bought it to feel good.ó  
 

Oprah wondered out loud how one could òfeel goodó 

about such an expensive coat without knowing where 

the money would come from to pay for it.  But he had 

to have it. 
 

The rule of closets is: òNo matter how many closets 

you have, they will always be full.ó 
 

Some years ago Dolores and I came to the time of life 

when a move to a smaller place, all on one floor, had 

become a necessity.  We had lived in five bedroom, 

three-story house large enough to house nine  

 

children.  Unfortunately for pack rats like us, the rule of 

closets applies to houses.  Ours was full. 
 

Where did we get all of those things?  What ones are 

really important?  I have no illusion that with the 

exception of pictures of our parents and grandparents 

anything that we had was as important as any of the 

possessions of Lionel Hampton.  But we spent our hard 

earned money paying for them and we had an emotional 

investment in keeping many of them. 
 

As with Lionel Hampton, memories are the one thing  

that we can keep, and are the most important - along  

with relationships. 
 

When in Europe singing with the Fiskites some years 

ago we were wrestling with what to purchase and 

bring home.  Two obvious limitations were money 

(Paris is expensive!) and our ability to bring the stuff 

on a cramped aircraft. 
 

A group member bought gifts for friends and family 

and she came back to the hotel with a tale of going to 

the Gucci store to catch a once-a-year sale.  The 

clerk was not only most solicitous but spoke English 

and accompanied her using a small calculator to 

translate francs into dollars instantaneously so she 

could understand what the items cost.  The price on a 

very attractive sweater that would have made a 

handsome gift for her husband was matter-of-factly 

translated as having been marked down to $1200 for 

the sale. My friend responded, òMarked down to 

$1200??ó  The saleslady talked about the fine 

cashmere.  My friend said, òDid you say $1200??ó  The 

saleslady spoke of the exquisite color and finish.  My 

friend said, òOne thousand two hundred dollars??ó   
 

Memories have it over things.  I suspect that my friend 

will vividly remember the $1200 sweater when she has 

trouble recalling the gifts that she actually bought. 

                       

                                                         Jack Shepherd 

 

Āāā  Āāā  Āāā  Āāā 

Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening 
Whose woods these are I think I know. 

His house is in the village though; 

He will not see me stopping here 

To watch his woods fill up with snow. 

 

My little horse must think it queer 

To stop without a farmhouse near 

Between the woods and frozen lake 

The darkest evening of the year. 

He gives his harness bells a shake 

To ask if there is some mistake. 

The only other sound's the sweep 

Of easy wind and downy flake. 

 

The woods are lovely, dark and deep. 

But I have promises to keep, 

And miles to go before I sleep, 

And miles to go before I sleep.  

                                       Robert Frost. 
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Election for Vestry Members and Diocesan Delegates 
The election of Vestry member and Diocesan Delegates takes place at GEõs annual meeting, Sunday, January 24 after the 10:30 AM 

service.  Voting must be done by ballot, in person and not by proxy.  The following have agreed to stand for election to the Vestry 

of Grace Epiphany Church:  Gwen Henderson, Steve Nafranowicz, Susan OõNeill and Jerome Smith.   
 

The following have agreed to stand for re-election as Grace Epiphanyõs delegates to the Deanery and Diocesan Convention: Mable 

Rivers and Victoria Sicks. 
 

Any other nominations for either Vestry or Deanery/Diocesan delegate must be submitted in writing to the church office, 

endorsed by five qualified members of the parish, no later than Thursday, January 7, 2010.  Qualified members are (1) baptized; (2) 

eighteen years old or older; (3) worshippers at Grace Epiphany for at least one year; and (4) contributors of record to Grace 

Epiphany of at least $5 per year for the last two years. 
_________________________ 

 

Music for a Sacred Space 
 

The snow of the weekend of December 5 and 6 did not slow down Grace Epiphany one bit!!   Besides our regular Sunday 

services and parish events, the church was host to two musical offerings: the Lutheran Seminaryõs Advent Vespers Service on 

Sunday evening and the òAncient Voicesó vocal ensemble concert on Saturday evening.  The Ancient Voices was an especially 

meaningful concert for me, as I was able to perform as a singer in our wonderful worship space.  Ancient Voices is the early 

music vocal ensemble at the University of Pennsylvania.  Their director, William Parberry, commented that GE òis a fine place 

acoustically, and the programõs works sounded ideal in these surroundings.ó  Despite the weather, about 50 people attended.  A 

free-will offering was collected to go toward the work of GE.  GE parishioner David Wise attended the concert and said he was 

was glad to see GE òreach out to the communityéplenty of churches I drive by and have never gone in.ó  Indeed, most of the 

people in the audience were new faces to me and were being welcomed to our church for the first time.  Some people 

reported that they learned of the Ancient Voices concert from posters put up near train stations in Mt. Airy and Chestnut Hill.  

These concerts take advantage of one of GEõs biggest assets: the church building and our Skinner organ.  Moving forward, we 

hope to explore further the possibilities of the church as a performance space. 
                                                                                                                     

                                                                                                                 Nick Fennig 
_________________________ 

 

  

 

 
Itõs Always Something! 

Here is a list of the work that has been completed and expenses incurred on the GE building complex last month: 

 Dwyer replaced the relay switch for the circulator pump for the church:  $377. 

 John Houston took care of the snow removal and de-icing:  $225 

 Hophan Brothers came out on two different days and snaked out the front, side and rear roof drains, flushed the lines 

and removed, cleared and reinstalled down spouts to address roof leaks:  $590 

 Stahl Electric repaired the sound system in the sanctuary:  $492 

 John Houston installed the new exterior lighting fixtures at the entrance to the Cline Foyer and the entrance to the 

Memorial Room and replaced faucet fixtures in the Pre School Plus boysõ bathroom:  $475 

 Our monthly utility bills were:  Oil                    $1,923 

                 Electric              $  792 

                                                     Gas                   $  356 

                 Water & Sewer  $   71 
 

Our building and property projects for January & February are: 

 Replacement of a faulty exterior light 

 Choosing color(s) in anticipation of contracting painting of the area around the stage and the kitchen doors   

 Finalizing The Big Backyardõs renewal of their existing lease and new lease for the vacant space.  The documents are 

currently with a lawyer, recommended by the diocese, for final review on insurance and liability issues 

 Gathering estimates for the cost of needed repairs to the chimney and southwestern wall of the parish building 

 Developing a schedule for all license renewal dates regarding building equipment and systems 

 Holding preliminary conversations on a plan to retrofit the parish building lighting fixtures 
 

                                                                                                                                                       Lori Sutherland 
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You are invited to  

An Organ Recital  
by Thomas Sheehan, Philadelphia American Guild of Organists  

Chapter and Regional Competition Winner  
4 PM Sunday, February 28   

 

Thomas Sheehan has completed his junior year as an organ performance major at Westminster Choir College and is currently 

studying with Ken Cowen.  He has been the accompanist for the Westminster Chapel Choir and the Westminster Schola 

Cantorum.  He is also organ scholar at Trinity Church, Princeton, where he works with Tom Whittemore.  He toured England 

with the Trinity Choir, performing at St. Paulõs Cathedral, London, Blackburn Cathedral, and St. Johnõs College, Cambridge. 

Most recently, he won first prize in the Arthur Poister Organ Competition. 
 

 

 

Many Gifts, One Spirit 2010 
 

 

We are grateful to everyone who has pledged for 2010 during these hard times. If you havenõt pledged, it isnõt too late.  Just 

use the coupon below and do your part to keep the lights shining, the doors open and the welcome warm. 

Yvonne Andrews  

Barbara Braxton 

Frederick Brown 

Jonatas Calixte 

Charles E. Carter 

Barbara Cospelich 

Mary Cuffey 

Christine Dacier & Sue Pierce 

Durand Davis 

Kelly Davis & Jeffery Hayes 

Camille Dawson 

Susan & Ken DuBois 

Hazel Dunbar 

Julia Dunmore 

Barbara Edwards 

Catherine Ellis 

Brenda English 

Thomas Eoyang 

 

Carol Faris 

Nicholas Fennig  

Carol Grayson 

Hiliary & Renetta Holloway  

Hal & Lucia Horning 

Joel Elizabeth Joseph 

Barbara Lightfoot 

Mary Marks 

Winnie Morrison 

Velma Brown Navalo 

Marie O'Neill 

Susan O'Neill 

H. Louis Reddy 

Mable Rivers 

George & Zara Roberts  

Lauren Sealy  

Ralph & Jennifer Sealy 

William J. Shepherd 

Victoria Sicks 

Carol Smith 

Pamela Smith 

Ouima Snowden 

Harold & Emmy Starr  

Deborah Taylor 

Elizabeth & Thomas Ten Have 

Arnetha Thomas 

Warren Thomas 

Derek J. Washington 

Nathaniel & Evelyn Washington 

Earl Williams  

Jasmine Williams 

John & Mrs. Myrtle Williams 

Arthur & Selma Young 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - -- - - - - - -- - - - - -- - -- - - - - - --- - - - - 

To Grace Epiphany Church, 224 E. Gowen Avenue, Philadelphia, PA  19119  

As a steward of Godõs gifts and in gratitude for all Godôs blessings and for the work of my Parish, Diocese and National Church  

it is my intention in the year 2010 to give Grace Epiphany Church the amount listed below.  (I understand this pledge is good 

unless I notify the treasurer of a change or cancellation.)   
 

(Please fill in only one amount)       $_____ per week;     $_____ per month;       $_____ per year. 

Date payments will start:  ____________________________________________________ 

Signature  ___________________________________________ Date:  _______________ 

Name  (please print)_________________________________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________________________ 

I would like envelopes   Yes  _____     No  _____      I would like a call from the Rector______ 
 

Thank you for your support! 
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Dressing Up GE for the Holidays 
Thanks to the following people for their contributions for Christmas wreaths and flowers.  

 

Victoria, Jennifer & Allan Ailey 

Barbara Cospelich  

Mary Cuffey 

Sue Pierce & Christine Dacier 

The Darden Family  

Etheline O. DelaPenha  

The Dubois Family  

Julia Dunmore 

The Rev. Thomas Eoyang 

 

Nick Fennig 

Karen Getzen  

Gwen Henderson   

Hiliary, Renetta & Olivia Holloway 

Nellie B. Johnson 

Barbara Lightfoot 

Steven & Diane Nafranowicz   

Vivian Ray         

    George & Zara Roberts 

Carol Smith 

Pam Smith 

Paula Smith 

Harold & Emmy Starr 

The Ten Have Family 

Dr. John & Mrs. Myrtle Williams 

Geoffrey & Piper Williams  

   Nathaniel & Evelyn Washington 

 

  
               Grace Epiphany Church  

224 East Gowen Avenue 

Philadelphia, PA  19119 

 
 Our mission is to open our hearts, minds and church to all people so that we all might  

 come closer to God, and that we may be enriched by each other's prayers and presence. 
  

  SUNDAY SERVICES        

   8:00 AM Holy Eucharist 

                                            10:30 AM Holy Eucharist and Church School  

                                              One service only at 9:30 AM on each fifth Sunday  

 

HOW TO REACH US     Parish Office Hours:  Monday through Thursday 10 AM ð 3PM 

                                             Office Phone:  (215) 248-2950   Fax:  (215) 753-0354  

                                             Web:  grace-epi.org  

                                             E-mail: graceepiphany@verizon.net   
 

E-mail us.  Weõd love to hear from you!  
 

× × × × × × × × × × × × × × × × × × 
 

RECTOR   

   The Rev. Thomas Eoyang, Jr.  
   rector.graceepiphany@verizon.net    

    

   PARISH ADMINISTRATOR   

      Lori Sutherland  
   graceepiphany@verizon.net                                                                                   
  

         RECTORõS WARDEN   

   Victoria Sicks  
          

         DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 

   Nicholas Fennig 

   nfennig1@gmail.com 
 

SEXTON   

   Dan Finn  
 


